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A RESOLUTION urging the Legislative Research Commission to conduct a study to assess the impact of the Commonwealth of Kentucky's participation in the Southern Dairy Compact.

WHEREAS, the 1998 General Assembly has supported and passed SB 304 which authorizes Kentucky to enter into a Southern Dairy Compact with certain other states in the South, upon approval from the United States Congress; and

WHEREAS, it would be beneficial to Kentucky dairy farmers and the citizens of this great Commonwealth to confront issues relating to the price of raw milk, the price of bottled milk, the amount of milk imported as a finished product, and the amount of additional income received for each class of dairy producer in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, in order to assess the impact the Southern Dairy Compact will have on the citizens of Kentucky and its dairy farmers, it would be in the best interest of the Commonwealth for the Legislative Research Commission to conduct a study relating to the above issues;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body requests that an appropriate interim joint committee of the Legislative Research Commission should conduct a study relating to issues including the price of raw milk, the price of bottled milk, the amount of milk imported as a finished product, and the amount of additional income received for each class of dairy producer. The appropriate interim joint committee should interview producers, processers, retailers, consumers, school district personnel, child-care providers and advocates. The committee should also investigate possible options available or those that might be developed for needs-based assistance to those dairy producers to be considered most at risk.

Section 2.   The findings and recommendations of the appropriate interim joint committee should be presented to the Legislative Research Commission no later than October 1, 1999.
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