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A RESOLUTION urging the Cabinet for Economic Development to retain the Task Force on Businesses Owned by Women in Kentucky and continue its important work.

WHEREAS, the 1994 General Assembly created a Task Force on Businesses Owned by Women in Kentucky to develop a better understanding of this growing segment of our economy; and

WHEREAS, the Task Force on Businesses Owned by Women in Kentucky commissioned a statewide survey that was designed and conducted by the University of Louisville Urban Studies Institute and the University of Kentucky Center for Business and Economic Research; and

WHEREAS, the Task Force on Businesses Owned by Women in Kentucky also held a series of nine public forums in Ashland, Aurora, Bowling Green, Covington, Hazard, Lexington, Louisville, Madisonville, and Somerset to give Kentucky women a chance to share information about the rewards and challenges of business ownership; and

WHEREAS, the Task Force on Businesses Owned by Women in Kentucky reviewed the national situation, finding that Kentucky women are part of a country-wide trend toward increasing numbers of women business owners; and

WHEREAS, the most frequently cited barriers to women-owned businesses are the availability of capital and employment of qualified employees; a majority of the women said that services designed for women business owners would be of benefit, particularly those in the area of financial counseling; and

WHEREAS, the Task Force on Businesses Owned by Women in Kentucky made recommendations which upon implementation would facilitate government support for women-owned businesses throughout the state, but the Task Force has yet to see the full accomplishment of its vision for Kentucky women;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Cabinet for Economic Development is urged to retain the Task Force on Businesses Owned by Women in Kentucky and continue its important work to develop a government which is more responsive to women-owned businesses.

Section 2.   The Cabinet for Economic Development is authorized to use such funds, public or private, as may be available for the purposes of retaining the Task Force on Businesses Owned by Women in Kentucky.
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