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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of the Jubilee, the 50th anniversary of the founding of Israel.

WHEREAS, the State of Israel is a fulfillment of the Lord's promise to Abraham as recorded in Genesis 12:2 "I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great and you shall be a blessing."; and

WHEREAS, the State of Israel redeems the biblical promise of a homeland for the Jewish people -- a land which affirms Jewish freedom and independence and underscores the extraordinary relationship among a people, their faith, and their land; and

WHEREAS, the land of Israel remained the focus of the Jewish faith and national aspirations during two thousand years of exile and hardship; and

WHEREAS, in 1948, the United Nations recognized the State of Israel as a free and independent nation; and

WHEREAS, since its establishment 50 years ago in 1948, Israel has rebuilt a nation, forged a new society, created an economic, cultural, academic, and military infrastructure, and emerged as a symbol of democracy and freedom; and

WHEREAS, despite the heavy costs of war, terrorism, and economic boycott, the people of Israel have never relinquished their fervent desire to live in peace with their neighbors and with all nations of the world; and

WHEREAS, Israel is a model for democratic nations, guaranteeing freedom of speech, press, assembly, and religion, and freely electing a Parliament representing a politically diverse population; and

WHEREAS, the many faiths for whom the State of Israel is holy are free to practice their religion and to worship at the holy sites; and

WHEREAS, the State of Israel has redeemed and absorbed hundreds of thousands of Jews from disparate countries and cultures, many of them survivors of the Holocaust (the most horrible crime in history) or refugees driven from Arab countries, and integrated them into a society with roots extending back thousands of years; and

WHEREAS, Israel has shared with many nations the benefits of its industrial, agricultural, and medical achievements, thereby helping them combat hunger, poverty, and underdevelopment; and

WHEREAS, the American people recognize our country's affinity for Israel and regard her as a stalwart ally and strategic asset; and

WHEREAS, Genesis 12:3 records the Lord's promise to those who stand with His people: "I will bless those who bless you and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives is honored to salute Israel's historic achievements on her 50th Jubilee anniversary, supports her search for freedom and peace, and joins her in celebration.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, April 15, 1998, it does so in honor of the State of Israel's 50th Jubilee anniversary.
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