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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in memory and honor of Steve Hamilton, Morehead State University's Director of Intercollegiate Athletics.

WHEREAS, Steve Hamilton, one of Morehead State's most successful athletics alumni and coaches, passed away on December 2, 1997, after a courageous 10-month battle with cancer; and

WHEREAS, the passing of this great sportsman leaves an unfillable void in the hearts of his family, friends, and colleagues, and in the hallways and fields of Morehead State University; and

WHEREAS, despite this great loss, admirers and loved ones can take comfort in the prominent legacy he left behind: his record as MSU's all-time winningest coach with 305 career victories during his 14-season career as the Eagles' baseball coach, including five divisional championships and two OVC championships, as well as his own illustrious contributions as a record-setting MSU athlete in baseball, basketball, and track; and

WHEREAS, we can also remember him proudly for his accomplishments that extend beyond the boundaries of MSU and the Commonwealth: including his 11-year career as a major league baseball pitcher for the Cleveland Indians, Washington Senators, New York Yankees, Chicago White Sox, San Francisco Giants, and the Chicago Cubs; and

WHEREAS, not only did this talented, versatile athlete pitch in two World Series as a New York Yankee, he also played in an NBA Championship Series, for the Minneapolis Lakers, and is one of only two professional athletes ever to do so; and

WHEREAS, in addition to a sports legend, his family and friends will not forget that Steve Hamilton was the loving husband of Shirley Potter Hamilton of Morehead; the devoted father of four children: Stephanie Fightmaster; Elizabeth Monnett; Robert Hamilton; and Daniel Hamilton; and the proud grandfather of nine grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Steve Hamilton was also the adored son of Ruby Hamilton of Charleston, Indiana; and the admired brother of Tom Hamilton, as well as sister Judy Hamilton, who preceded him in death;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its profound sorrow at the passing of Steve Hamilton, and wishes his family the peace that emerges from knowing he will live on in the hearts of the many whom he coached and befriended throughout his full and meaningful life.

Section 2.   When the House adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory of Steve Hamilton, honoring him for his countless examples of courage, heroism, and sportsmanship.

Section 3.   The clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Shirley Potter Hamilton, 401 Skaggs Road, Morehead, Kentucky 40351.
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