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A RESOLUTION commemorating the 200th anniversary of the University of Louisville.

WHEREAS, April 3, 1798, has been proclaimed the University of Louisville's Founder's Day, the day when eight men of Louisville contributed funds to support higher education in Louisville, challenging others in the community to do likewise; and

WHEREAS, the University of Louisville has a rich history of providing opportunities and a quality education to the people of Louisville, the Commonwealth, and beyond; and 

WHEREAS, this proud history encompasses the school's origins as the Jefferson Seminary and then the Louisville College; through its early 20th century period when it was known as the "streetcar university" and a streetcar literally ran through its campus; to the university we know today -- with not one, but three Louisville campuses, and extension degree programs in Fort Knox, Hong Kong, Athens, Cairo, and San Salvador; and 

WHEREAS, the university's proud legacy continues today, with its enrollment of 21,000 students from across the nation and over 100 foreign countries, and more than 80,000 living alumni; and 

WHEREAS, the Bicentennial Celebration is a time for reaffirming the university's visions for the future -- such as its goal to become a preeminent metropolitan research university, nationally recognized for advancing the intellectual, social, and economic development of the community and the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, the Bicentennial Celebration is also a time for acknowledging the accomplishments already achieved, such as the University of Louisville's ranking in the top nine percent of four-year institutions designated as Research II by the Carnegie Institute; its rank of 31st in the nation for endowments among four-year public institutions; and its rating among Kentucky alumni as the best state school for preparing graduates for jobs, according to a Council of Higher Education survey;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body heartily congratulates the University of Louisville for its upcoming bicentennial celebration marking two hundred years of contributions to our Commonwealth, its people, and its economy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the University of Louisville.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to University of Louisville President John Shumaker, Office of the President, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky 40292.
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