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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Manuel Dewey Clark, Jr., affectionately known to his many fans as "Old Joe Clark."

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Old Joe Clark and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Old Joe Clark was born on August 6, 1922, a native of Erwin, Tennessee, and longtime resident of Berea, Kentucky, and crossed that final bourne from which no traveler returns on February 20, 1998; and

WHEREAS, Old Joe Clark was the loving son of the late Manuel D. Clark, Sr. and Sarah Ann Rice; he was the devoted husband of Jean Clark; he was the loving father of three sons, Terry Clark, George Clark and Lewis Clark, all of Madison County; a daughter, Sara Miracle of Mount Vernon; and he was the proud grandfather of a grandson, Gary Lee Miracle and a great-grandson, Christopher Dale Miracle, both of Mount Vernon, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Old Joe Clark, the grizzled, leg-slapping, foot-stomping, story-telling, banjo plucking, country music genius was the epitome of country music and humor through the traditional characters he portrayed to a conventional world audience for well over a half century; and

WHEREAS, Old Joe Clark's entertainment included authentic American folk music with the humor of nineteenth century medicine and vaudeville shows that led him to performing at the Renfro Valley in Rockcastle County, the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Tennessee, Madison Square Garden in New York City, many New York City nightclubs, CBS, NBC, Mutual Radio, and hundreds of engagements throughout the South; and

WHEREAS, he captivated audiences with his outlandish mountain-folk dialect that he so fluently kept alive during his performances, always repetitive in such phrases as "pon my word n' honor," "plum wore out," "tuckered" and "bodacious;" and throughout a career that spanned nearly fifty years, he was awarded millions of laughs and chuckles following his repertoire filled with country humor and quick wit; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Old Joe Clark has left a void that will be difficult to fill, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the General Assembly does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow at the passing of Old Joe Clark and it does extend to his family its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Old Joe Clark.

Section 3. The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Jean Clark, 160 Franklin Drive, Richmond, Kentucky 40475.
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