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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Fiscal court organization change petition


	SPONSOR
	Kim Nelson


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 clerks, judge executives, magistrates


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Changes the petition requirements for referendums seeking to change the form of county government (to an at-large commissioner form) to require a number of signatures equal to 15% of the votes cast in the county in the preceding presidential election or 5000 voters, whichever is less, instead of the currently-required 100 county registered voters. The county clerk would inform the judge/executive as to the number of signatures would be required to have a valid petition based on voting in the preceding presidential election. The county judge/executive would then need to determine whether the petition is valid in order to issue an order for a referendum.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact of this bill on local governments is indeterminable but negligible. Such petitions can be made only once every four years. They should be less frequent, given the large number of signatures required. On the other hand it will take more man-hours to certify them because of the much higher number of signatures now required.
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