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AN ACT relating to education, making an appropriation therefor, and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Department of Education and the Finance and Administration Cabinet shall immediately take action to notify all contractors and subcontractors of the invocation of the thirty (30) day termination clause to terminate all contracts related to the Kentucky Instructional Results Information System.

Section 2.   Notwithstanding KRS 158.6453, the Kentucky Department of Education shall purchase or contract for a national norm-referenced test of basic skills to assess the subject areas of reading, mathematics, science, and social studies for every student in the final year of the primary program to grade twelve (12) in the 1997-98 school year. A school district that has administered or plans to administer the selected test to all students in the affected grades during the 1997-98 school year may apply to the Department of Education for an exemption from the statewide administration and for reimbursement of the district's cost.

Section 3.   Notwithstanding KRS 158.6455, the Kentucky Board of Education shall not make a determination of school success, dispense rewards, or apply sanctions to schools or districts based on any assessment administered during the 1996-1998 biennium. Notwithstanding KRS 158.6455 and KRS 158.782, a distinguished educator assigned to a school during the 1997-98 school year shall continue to act only in an advisory capacity until the end of the school year.

Section 4.   During the 1998 Regular Session, the Kentucky General Assembly shall develop a valid, practical measurement of school performance and accountability.

Section 5.   To carry out the purposes of this Act, the following transfers from the Kentucky successful schools trust fund established under KRS 157.067 shall be made within thirty (30) days following the effective date of this Act:

(1)
Outstanding reward funds to qualified schools whose results changed for Accountability Cycle 2;

(2)
Nine million five hundred thousand dollars ($9,500,000) to the Kentucky technology trust fund established under KRS 157.665; and

(3)
Twenty-five million dollars ($25,000,000) to be distributed to local school districts based on their prior year's average daily attendance. School districts shall allocate three-fifths (3/5) of their appropriation to school councils or, if none exists, shall expend the school's portion of the funds for the direct benefit of the school. Any unexpended funds appropriated for the assessment program for the 1997-98 fiscal year in excess of the amount needed to administer the nationally normed test required in Section 2 of this Act shall lapse to the General Fund.

Section 6.   Whereas it is imperative to make changes in the assessment and accountability program during the 1997-98 school year, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.
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