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AN ACT relating to the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 148.001 is amended to read as follows:

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1)
"Department" means the Department of Parks.

(2)
"Commissioner" means the commissioner of parks.

(3)
"Commission" means the State Property and Buildings Commission.

(4)
"Prisoner of war" means any regularly appointed, enrolled, enlisted, or inducted member of the military forces of the United States who was captured, separated, and incarcerated by an enemy of the United States.

(5)
"Sanctuary" means a place of refuge where wildlife is maintained and protected from depredation and destruction.

(6)
"Wildlife" means all living things that are neither human nor domesticated, including but not limited to mammals, reptiles, amphibians, birds, fishes, crustaceans, mollusks, trees, shrubs, vines, wildflowers, and nonflowering plants.

(7)
"Accommodations" means all lodge rooms, cottages, and campsites available for overnight rental by the Department of Parks at Kentucky state parks.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 148 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A surcharge on each overnight accommodation charge of the Department of Parks shall be collected by the department as follows:

(a)
From the effective date of this Act until December 31, 2004:

1.
Two dollars ($2) per lodge room or cottage; and

2.
Twenty-five cents ($0.25) per campsite;

(b)
From January 1, 2005 until December 31, 2009:

1.
Three dollars ($3) per lodge room or cottage; and

2.
Fifty cents ($0.50) per campsite; and

(c)
On and after January 1, 2010:

1.
Five dollars ($5) per lodge room or cottage; and

2.
One dollar ($1) per campsite.

(2)
The moneys from the surcharge in subsection (1) of this section shall be transferred to the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources or deposited in the fish and wildlife trust fund as created in Section 3 of this Act.

(3)
The provisions of this section shall expire on December 31, 2030.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 150 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Fifty percent (50%) of  the receipts from the surcharge imposed by Section 2 of this Act shall be transferred to the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources for the purpose of supplementing the funding of the department.

(2)
The "Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund" is hereby established and created as a special fund in the State Treasury. Fifty percent (50%) of the receipts from the surcharge imposed by Section 2 of this Act shall be deposited into this fund. The fund may also receive state appropriations, gifts, and grants from private and public sources, and federal funds. Any unallotted or unencumbered balances in the trust fund shall be invested as provided for in KRS 42.500(9). Income earned from the investments shall be credited to the trust fund. Any fund balance at the close of the fiscal year shall not lapse but shall be carried forward to the next fiscal year. A general statement that all continuing appropriations are repealed, discontinued, or suspended shall not operate to repeal, discontinue, or suspend this fund or repeal this section.

(3)
Moneys shall be allocated for distribution from the fund as follows:

(a)
Fifty percent (50%) of the interest on the fund shall be transferred annually to the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources for the purpose of supplementing the funding of the department; and

(b)
The remaining fifty percent (50%) of the interest on the fund shall remain in the trust fund for the purpose of accruing interest.

Section 4.   KRS 148.805 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
On or after August 1, 1994, there shall be deposited in the fund created in KRS 148.800, the moneys attributable to any increase in fees and charges at the state's parks made by the department and designated by the commissioner as an increase for the purpose of KRS 148.800 to 148.810. Before December 31, 2030, this shall not include the surcharge imposed under Section 2 of this Act.
(2)
Any increase in fees and charges made pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, excluding the surcharge imposed under Section 2 of this Act before December 31, 2030, shall be used to supplement rather than to replace other anticipated department funding sources or budgeted expenditure accounts.
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