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AN ACT relating to health insurance.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF SUBTITLE 17A OF KRS CHAPTER 304 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
An insurer that offers a managed care plan shall disclose to an enrollee, in writing, in a manner consistent with KRS 304.14-420 to 304.14-450, and any risk-bearing managed care plan shall disclose to an enrollee, in writing, at the time of enrollment and thereafter upon request, and as new providers are contracted with by the plans, or as the directory may change, a current participating provider directory providing information on a covered person's access to primary care physicians and specialists, optometrists, chiropractors, and hospitals, including available participating physicians, optometrists, chiropractors, and hospitals, by provider category or specialty and by county. The directory shall include the following:

(a)
Professional office addresses and telephone numbers for all participating:
1.
Primary care physicians;
2.
Optometrists;

3.
Chiropractors;

4.
Hospitals; and
5.
Other health care providers as defined under KRS 304.17A-010(11);
(b)
Information about drug formularies and their restrictions, limitations, and procedures for authorization outside the formularies;
(c)
The benefits for each provider type;
(d)
General information about the type of financial incentives between participating providers under contract with the insurer and other participating health care providers and facilities to which the participating providers refer their managed care patients; and
(e)
Grievance procedures available under the plans for complaint resolutions.

(2)
The insurer shall promptly notify each covered person on the termination or withdrawal from the insurer's provider network of the covered person's designated primary care provider.

(3)
The provisions of this section shall be implemented prior to any open enrollment period for which the effective date of coverage will be January 1, 1999, or for which the effective date shall commence after an open enrollment period, and shall continue for each open enrollment period thereafter.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF SUBTITLE 17A OF KRS CHAPTER 304 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

All health benefit plans shall provide coverage for cochlear implants for persons diagnosed with profound hearing impairment.
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