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AN ACT relating to reorganization.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 151B.023 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Department for Adult Education and Literacy is hereby created and is attached to the Cabinet for Workforce Development. The Department for Adult Education and Literacy shall be composed of the Division of Program Services, the Division of Workforce Investment, and the Division of Management[ and Support] Services. Each division shall be headed by a director appointed by the commissioner of the Department for Adult Education and Literacy, and shall be composed of organizational entities as deemed appropriate by the commissioner of the Department for Adult Education and Literacy as set forth by administrative order.

(2)
The Department for Adult Education and Literacy shall be headed by a commissioner. The appointment of the commissioner shall be made from a list of three (3) names submitted by the State Board for Adult and Technical Education to the secretary of the Cabinet for Workforce Development and the Governor. The commissioner shall be appointed by the secretary of the Cabinet for Workforce Development from the list with the approval of the Governor. The commissioner shall have general supervision and direction over all functions of the department and its employees and shall be responsible for carrying out the programs and policies of the department. The commissioner shall be responsible for implementing policies adopted by the State Board for Adult and Technical Education. The commissioner may delegate authority to deputies who may then act on his behalf in performing the duties assigned to the department.

(3)
The department shall have the responsibility for all administrative functions of the state in relation to the management, control, and operation of programs and services in adult education and literacy. When appropriate, the department shall provide education training programs through contracts with private business and industries. These programs may be on a shared-cost basis or on a total cost recovery basis. The department shall have the authority to enter into agreements or contracts with other government or education agencies, including local school districts, in order to carry out services under its jurisdiction.

(4)
The Department for Adult Education and Literacy shall be the education agency solely designated for the purpose of developing and approving state plans required by state or federal laws and regulations as prerequisites to receiving federal funds for adult education and literacy. The department shall be under the jurisdiction of the State Board for Adult and Technical Education for all appropriate purposes under this chapter. All appropriate rights, responsibilities, and benefits under this chapter governing adult education and literacy personnel and programs shall apply to the Department for Adult Education and Literacy.

(5)
The commissioner shall, from time to time, prepare or cause to be prepared, and submit for approval and publication by the State Board for Adult and Technical Education, any bulletins, programs, outlines of courses, placards, and courses of study he deems useful in the promotion of the interests of adult education and literacy.

(6)
The department shall prepare a biennial budget request and submit it for review by the State Board for Adult and Technical Education. The budget shall be forwarded to the secretary of the Cabinet for Workforce Development for review and modification.

Section 2.   KRS 151B.125 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
For purposes of any public employment, a high school equivalency diploma or a regular high school diploma obtained through participation in the external diploma program shall be considered equal to a high school diploma issued under the provisions of KRS 158.140.

(a)
A high school equivalency diploma shall be issued without charge upon successfully passing a test or tests given by the General Educational Development Testing Service of the American Council on Education or successor organization. A five dollar ($5) fee may be assessed by the State Board for Adult and Technical Education for the issuance of a duplicate high school equivalency diploma and for issuance of a duplicate score report. All fees collected for duplicate diplomas and score reports shall be used to support the adult education program.

(b)
As an alternative to receiving a high school equivalency diploma, persons who are twenty-five (25) years or older may obtain a high school diploma through participation in the external diploma program. The diploma shall be issued upon achieving one hundred percent (100%) mastery on the competencies established by the American Council on Education. The Department for Adult Education and Literacy may enter into agreements with local school districts to confer the high school diploma on successful participants in the external diploma program.

(2)
Sufficient funding shall be provided to comply with the American Council on Education's Commission on Educational Credit and Credentials requirement of an essay as an additional requirement on the GED examination. Funds shall be used for the following purposes:

(a)
 GED teachers in local districts shall receive training to teach writing skills to adults;

(b)
The Department for Adult Education and Literacy is authorized to contract annually with an institution of higher education or other appropriate agency or entity for scoring the GED examination essay;

(c)
Staff shall be employed and trained by the Department of Adult Education and Literacy to score approximately seventeen thousand (17,000) essays annually as a part of the requirement for the GED high school equivalency examination; and

(d)
Essay readers will be assigned to the Division of Management[ and Support] Services to score essays daily.

Section 3.   The General Assembly confirms Executive Order 97-1508, dated November 17, 1997, relating to reorganization of the Cabinet for Workforce Development, to the extent it is not otherwise confirmed or superseded by this Act.
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