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Summary of Legislation:

	Create a new section of KRS Chapter 532 to say that no person shall be put to death based on race and that if statistically significant factors prove that race is the sole basis of the sentencing of death, provide that evidence relevant to establishing a finding that race was the basis of sentencing include persons of one race being sentenced more than persons of another; and sentencing for capital offenses for persons of one race more than persons of another; provide that these issues are matters of law to be determined by the court in a special hearing, and which may be conducted at any time later than 20 days after the claim has been raised; provide for use of statistics to make a finding that race was a factor; provide that evidence of the case will be taken into account and the findings of fact and conclusions will be compiled and publicly made available and include comparisons of similar cases involving persons of different races; require that if the court finds race did play an important factor in the sentencing of death, the sentence shall not be carried out unless the state proves by clear and convincing evidence that race was not a factor.


Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):

	This bill gives no direction as to the status of an inmate if the death penalty is prohibited.  It is assumed that a person would receive Life Without Parole for 25 Years, the next most serious sentence.  Historically, the legal appeals process in most death sentence cases takes an average of 20 years to complete.  The impact would then occur after the 20 year period was over.


Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted):

	For new cases the additional cost would begin in the 21st year for one new inmate incarcerated for a sentence of life without parole for 25 years.  Starting in FY2019 the annual cost would be $27,070 and would continue each year with an inflation factor added.  This cost is based upon the annual cost to incarcerate of $14,433 for FY97 times the inflation factor of 2.9% per year.


Overall Impact to Agency (Major, Minor, No Impact):
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