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AN ACT relating to literacy programs.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section and Section 3 of this Act, unless the context requires otherwise:

(a)
"Reading" means the process of comprehending the meaning of written text by depending on:
1.
The ability to use phonics skills, that is, knowledge of letters and sounds, to decode printed words quickly and effortlessly, both silently and aloud;
2.
The ability to use previously learned strategies for reading comprehension; and
3.
The ability to think critically about the meaning, message, and aesthetic value of the text.
(b)
"Reliable, replicable research" means objective, valid, scientific studies that:

1.
Include rigorously defined samples of subjects that are sufficiently large and representative to support the general conclusions drawn; 

2.
Rely on measurements that meet established standards of reliability and validity; 

3.
Test competing theories, where multiple theories exist; 

4.
Are subjected to peer review before their results are published; and 

5.
Discover effective strategies for improving reading skills.

(2)
The early reading incentive fund is created to improve the reading skills of students in the primary program. The Department of Education, upon the recommendation of the Early Reading Incentive Grant Steering Committee, shall provide grants to schools to support teachers in the implementation of reliable, replicable research-based reading models that use a balance of instructional strategies, including phonics instruction, to address the diverse learning needs of those students reading at low levels. Any moneys in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall not lapse but shall be carried forward to be used for the purposes specified in this section.

(3)
Upon recommendation of the Early Reading Incentive Grant Steering Committee, the state board shall establish by promulgation of an administrative regulation in accordance with provisions of KRS Chapter 13A an application process and the criteria for funding grants. The application shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

(a)
Identification of the research-based model to be implemented;
(b)
The method for identifying qualified students to be served;
(c)
An implementation plan and timeline, including supporting professional development efforts;

(d)
A plan for evaluation to assess the short-term and long-term success of the program;
(e)
A budget; and

(f)
Approval of the application by the school council if one exists, the principal, and the superintendent of schools.
(4)
In order to qualify for funding, the school council, or if none exists, the superintendent of schools, shall allocate matching funds. Funding for professional development allocated to the school council under KRS 160.345 and for continuing education under Section 4 of this Act may be used as part of the school's match. 

(5)
The Department of Education shall make available to schools:

(a)
Information concerning successful, research-based early reading models, including phonics instruction, from the Collaborative Center for Literacy Development created under Section 3 of this Act;

(b)
Strategies for successfully implementing early reading programs, including professional development support and the identification of funding sources; and

(c)
A list of professional development providers offering teacher training related to phonics instruction.
(6)
The Department of Education shall submit a report to the Interim Joint Committee on Education no later than September 1 of each year outlining the use of grant funds and a summary of the program's evaluation conducted by the Collaborative Center for Literacy Development under Section 3 of this Act.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Early Reading Incentive Grant Steering Committee is hereby created for the purpose of advising the Kentucky Board of Education and the Department of Education concerning the implementation and administration of the early reading incentive grant fund created by Section 1 of this Act. The committee shall be composed of fifteen (15) members including the commissioner of education or the commissioner's designee, the president of the Council on Postsecondary Education or the president's designee, a representative from the Advisory Council for Adult Education and Literacy to be selected by its membership, and the following members, to be appointed by the Governor:
(a)
Two (2) primary program teachers with a specialty or background in reading and literacy;

(b)
Eight (8) university professors with a specialty or background in reading and literacy representing each of the public universities; and

(c)
Two (2) individuals from the state at large with background and interest in reading and literacy.

(2)
Each member of the committee, other than members who serve by virtue of their position, shall serve for a term of three (3) years or until a successor is appointed and qualified except that upon initial appointment, four (4) members shall serve a one (1) year term, four (4) members shall serve a two (2) year term, and four (4) members shall serve a three (3) year term.

(3)
A majority of the full authorized membership shall constitute a quorum.

(4)
The committee shall elect, by majority vote, a chair, who shall be the presiding officer of the committee, preside at all meetings, and coordinate the functions and activities of the committee. The chair shall be elected or reelected each calendar year.

(5)
The committee shall be attached to the Department of Education for administrative purposes.

(6)
The committee shall:

(a)
Identify needs in schools throughout the state regarding reading and literacy programs;

(b)
Develop criteria for the solicitation, review, and approval of grant applications provided under Section 1 of this Act;

(c)
Develop a process for monitoring grants that are awarded; and

(d)
Recommend approval of grant applications based upon criteria established by the committee.
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Collaborative Center for Literacy Development: Early Childhood through Adulthood is created to make available training for educators in reliable, replicable research-based reading models, and to promote literacy development. The center shall be responsible for:

(a)
Developing and implementing a clearinghouse for information about models addressing reading and literacy from the elementary grades through adult education;
(b)
Collaborating with public and private institutions of postsecondary education to provide for teachers and administrators quality preservice and professional development in early reading instruction, including phonics instruction;
(c)
Assisting districts located in areas with low levels of reading skills to assess and address identified literacy needs;
(d)
Providing professional development and coaching for classroom teachers implementing selected reliable, replicable research-based reading models;

(e)
Developing and implementing a comprehensive research agenda evaluating the early reading models implemented in Kentucky under Section 1 of this Act; and

(f)
Establishing a demonstration and training site for early literacy located at each of the public universities.

(2)
The center shall submit an annual report on its activities to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission no later than September 1 of each year.

(3)
With the advice of the Department of Adult Education and Literacy in the Cabinet for Workforce Development and the Department of Education, the Council on Postsecondary Education shall develop a process to solicit, review, and approve a proposal for locating the Collaborative Center for Literacy Development at a public institution of postsecondary education. The Council on Postsecondary Education shall approve the location no later than October 1, 1998, and monitor the establishment of the center.
Section 4.   KRS 158.070 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The minimum school term shall be one hundred eighty-five (185) days, including no less than the equivalent of one hundred seventy-five (175) six (6) hour instructional days. A board of education may extend its term beyond the minimum term.

(2)
Any local board of education operating its schools on a year-round school program basis shall conform with administrative regulations promulgated and adopted by the Kentucky Board of Education upon the recommendation of the chief state school officer, which regulations must be in conformity with the following criteria:

(a)
The year-round school program shall be operated on a fiscal year beginning July 1 and ending June 30;

(b)
A pupil's required attendance in school shall be for at least the minimum instructional term; and

(c)
No teacher shall be required to teach more than the minimum term during the school year.

(3)
Each local board of education shall use four (4) days of the minimum school term for professional development and planning activities for the professional staff without the presence of pupils pursuant to the requirements of KRS 156.095. The local board of each school district may use up to a maximum of four (4) days of the minimum school term for holidays, provided, however, any holiday which occurs on Saturday may be observed on the preceding Friday. Each local board may use two (2) days for planning activities without the presence of pupils. Each local board may use the number of days deemed necessary for:

(a)
National or state disaster or mourning when proclaimed by the President of the United States or the Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

(b)
Local disaster which would endanger the health or safety of children; and

(c)
Mourning when so designated by the local board of education and approved by the Kentucky Board of Education upon recommendation of the chief state school officer.

(4)
The Kentucky Board of Education, upon recommendation of the chief state school officer, shall adopt administrative regulations governing the use of school days, including days missed from the regular school day as a result of local disaster, as defined in subsection (3)(b) of this section, and regulations setting forth the guidelines and procedures to be observed for the approval of the days utilized for the opening and closing of school and the days utilized for professional development and planning activities for the professional staff.

(5)
In setting the school calendar, school shall be closed for two (2) consecutive days for the purpose of permitting professional school employees to attend statewide professional meetings. These two (2) days for statewide professional meetings shall be scheduled to begin with the first Thursday after Easter, or upon request of the statewide professional education association having the largest paid membership, the chief state school officer may designate alternate dates. The chief state school officer shall designate one (1) additional day during the school year when schools shall be closed to permit professional school employees to participate in regional or district professional meetings. These three (3) days so designated for attendance at professional meetings shall not be counted as a part of the minimum school term. School shall be closed on the day of a regular election, and that day may be used for professional development activities, professional meetings, or parent-teacher conferences.

(6)
Students applying for excused absence for attendance at the Kentucky State Fair shall be granted one (1) day of excused absence.

(7)
Schools shall provide continuing education for those students who are determined to need additional time to achieve the outcomes defined in KRS 158.6451, and schools shall not be limited to the minimum school term in providing this education. Continuing education time may include extended days, extended weeks, or extended years. A local board of education may adopt a policy requiring its students to participate in continuing education. The local policy shall set out the conditions under which attendance will be required and any exceptions which are provided. The Kentucky Board of Education shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing criteria for the allotment of grants to local school districts. These grants shall be allotted to school districts to provide instructional programs for pupils who are identified as needing additional time to achieve the outcomes defined in KRS 158.6451. A school district that has a school operating a model early reading program under Section 1 of this Act may use a portion of its grant money as part of the matching funds to provide individualized or small group reading instruction to qualified students outside of the regular classroom during the school day.
(8)
Notwithstanding any other statute, each school term shall include no less than the equivalent of the minimum number of instructional days required by this section. However, for the school years 1994-95 and 1995-96, local school districts may use up to five (5) instructional days or up to thirty (30) hours during instructional days for additional professional development for teachers if the following conditions are met:

(a)
The local board determines the number of additional days or hours to be used for professional development and designates them in the school calendar; and

(b)
A plan for the use of the additional days or hours is developed by each school and approved by the district superintendent. The plan shall consist of training selected from a list approved by the Kentucky Department of Education.
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