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AN ACT relating to reorganization.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 11 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
There is hereby established the Kentucky Appalachian Commission for the purpose of developing a comprehensive plan for the Appalachian region of Kentucky in the context of development planning for the Commonwealth as a whole. Its goal shall be the unification of resources from both the public and private sectors to achieve sustainable economic development and an improved quality of life in the region.

(2)
The commission shall be attached to the Governor's Office for administrative purposes.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 11 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The membership of the commission shall consist of forty-five (45) members who have the resources to accomplish the goals set forth in Kentucky's Appalachian Development Plan created under subsection (1) of Section 1 of this Act.

(a)
Ex-officio members shall be: the Governor; secretary of the Governor's Executive Cabinet; secretary of the Cabinet for Economic Development; secretary of the Transportation Cabinet; secretary of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet; secretary of the Tourism Cabinet; secretary of the Cabinet for Human Resources; secretary of the Cabinet for Workforce Development; secretary of the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet; commissioner of the Department of Agriculture; commissioner of the Department of Education; commissioner of the Department of Local Government; executive director of the Kentucky Housing Corporation; Governor's alternate to the Appalachian Regional Commission; president of Morehead State University; executive director of the University of Kentucky Appalachian Center; director of the Center for Kentucky Rural Economic Development; state director of Rural Development of the United States Department of Agriculture; executive director of the East Kentucky Corporation; chair of the Kentucky Appalachian Advisory Council's steering committee; and two (2) vice chairs of the Kentucky Appalachian Advisory Council's Steering Committee.

(b)
Members appointed by the Governor shall be:

1.
A county judge/executive, mayor, executive director of an area development district, president of a community college, member of the House of Representatives, member of the Senate, and member of the state's judicial branch, all of whom shall be currently serving in the Appalachian region of the Commonwealth. The members who are a representative, a senator, and a representative of the judicial branch shall serve in a nonvoting capacity; and

2.
Nine (9) at-large members.
(c)
Members appointed by and representing certain entities shall be: two (2) members of the Kentucky Appalachian Advisory Council; one (1) member of the University of Kentucky Office of Management and Budget; one (1) member from the Christian Appalachian Project; one (1) member appointed by the United States Representative from the Fifth Congressional District; and one (1) member appointed by the East Kentucky Leadership Foundation's board of directors.

(2)
Members listed in subsection (1)(a) and (b)1. of this section shall serve during their terms of office or appointment. Members listed in subsection (1)(b)2. and subsection (1)(c) of this section shall serve four (4) year staggered terms and may be reappointed.

(3)
Members of the commission who are not state employees shall receive reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

(4)
Each member of the commission may designate in writing over his signature an alternate with full authority, in the absence of the designating member for any reason, to attend any properly convened meeting of the commission and to participate in the consideration of any business and transactions of the commission. Any designation of an alternate may, in the discretion of the designating member, be limited to be effective only for a designated meeting or only for specified business. An alternate shall not be entitled to vote upon any business or transactions of the commission.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 11 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Governor shall serve as chair of the commission. The vice chair shall be appointed by the Governor and serve at the pleasure of the Governor.

(2)
The duties of the commission shall include, but not be limited to:

(a)
Reviewing strategic planning recommendations from government agencies, the private sector, and the commission's working teams and committees;

(b)
Facilitating coordination and integration of regional development activities;

(c)
Auditing progress within the region;

(d)
Participating in the development of the Kentucky Appalachian Development Plan on an annual basis;

(e)
Providing independent leadership in promoting projects and activities that:

1.
Create opportunities for self-sustaining economic development; and

2.
Improve the quality of life for the citizens of eastern Kentucky;

(f)
Advising the Governor and his cabinet on policy matters affecting eastern Kentucky;

(g)
Creating multidisciplinary working teams in areas of special concern and interest; and

(h)
Holding hearings, conducting seminars, sponsoring policy studies, and rendering advice to the Governor regarding development strategies for Appalachian Kentucky.

(3)
The commission staff shall consist of an executive director, advisory council and working team liaison, and administrative secretary, all of whom shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Governor.

(4)
By December 1 of each year, the commission shall report to the General Assembly its recommendations for implemented action, legislative or otherwise.

Section 4.   Commission members listed in subsection (1)(a) and (b)1. of Section 2 of this Act who are serving on the effective date of this Act shall continue to serve during their terms of office. Members listed in subsection (1)(b)2. and subsection (1)(c) of Section 2 of this Act who are serving on the effective date of this Act shall serve until Oct. 31, 1999, and may be reappointed. Beginning on Nov. 1, 1999, members listed in subsection (1)(b)2. and subsection (1)(c) of Section 2 of this Act shall be appointed as follows: three (3) members to a term of one (1) year, four (4) members to a term of two (2) years, four (4) members to a term of three (3) years, and four (4) members to a term of four (4) years.

Section 5.   (1)
If the reorganization of the Cabinet for Human Resources into the Cabinet for Families and Children and the Cabinet for Health Services is confirmed by this 1998 Regular Session of the General Assembly, the reference to the secretary of the Cabinet for Human Resources appearing in subsection (1)(a) of Section 2 of this Act shall be codified as the secretary of the Cabinet for Families and Children and the secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services.

(2)
If the reorganization of the Tourism Cabinet into the Tourism Development Cabinet is confirmed by this 1998 Regular Session of the General Assembly, the reference to the Tourism Cabinet appearing in subsection (1)(a) of Section 2 of this Act shall be codified as the Tourism Development Cabinet.

(3)
If the reorganization of the Department of Local Government into the Department for Local Government is confirmed by this 1998 Regular Session of the General Assembly, the reference to the Department of Local Government appearing in subsection (1)(a) of Section 2 of this Act shall be codified as the Department for Local Government.

Section 6.   The General Assembly confirms, to the extent it is not otherwise confirmed or superseded by this Act, Executive Order 96-903, dated July 11, 1996, amended and superseded in part by: Executive Order 96-955, dated July 18, 1996; Executive Order 96-977, dated July 23, 1996; and Executive Order 96-1296, dated September 25, 1996.
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