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AN ACT relating to highways and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 176.050 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The department shall:

(a)
Investigate all problems relating to the construction and maintenance of roads in the state;

(b)
Examine all projects and ascertain the feasibility of all routes;

(c)
Obtain information as to the proper type of road for any project;

(d)
Examine all types of road materials which may be used in the construction or maintenance of any road to be constructed by the department or under its direction or supervision;

(e)
Require the design plans for all road projects constructing a new route to identify, if at all feasible, one (1) or more publicly owned sites at least four (4) acres in size, along the proposed new route that will be used as waste sites during the construction phase of the project but that have the potential for a city, county, or other governmental entity to turn the site into an industrial park upon completion of the road project, regardless of whether the site currently has the infrastructure necessary to support an industrial park;

(f)
Consult with all legislative bodies affected by a new road construction project during the design phase for the purpose of soliciting local government officials' preferences for the location of waste sites that could be turned into an industrial park;
(g)
From time to time, examine and have examined and audited all of its books, papers and records;

(h)[(f)]
Cause to be made all necessary surveys in the establishment and construction of the system of public highways; all necessary maps, prints, plans and specifications of all work to be done on the roads; estimates of costs; advertisement for bids; contracts for construction or maintenance; and all necessary forms in connection therewith; and

(i)[(g)]
Promulgate administrative[Prescribe rules and] regulations under KRS Chapter 13A for the care and maintenance of roads after they have been constructed.

(2)
The department may publish[have published from time to time] bulletins containing useful information concerning the construction and maintenance of roads.

(3)
An[No] invoice or bill to be paid out of the road or bridge funds shall not be approved by the department for payment until it has been carefully examined by the department to ascertain if the[whether such] bill or invoice is in every respect a proper and legitimate charge against the road or bridge funds. The commissioner may call before him any person who may have information respecting any bill or invoice.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 176 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Waste sites identified in Section 1 of this Act shall be on property owned by the state or a city, county, or other governmental agency and have the potential to be turned into industrial parks under the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 176 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
During the construction phase of a new road construction project, potential industrial park sites identified during the design phase shall be used as waste sites by the department or the contractor who was awarded the project. Waste shall include, but not be limited, to nonhazardous nonsoluble construction material, steel, concrete, brick, asphalt, rock, dirt, or other fill material, but shall not include vegetation resulting from land clearing and grubbing, utility line maintenance, seasonal and storm-related cleanup, or any hazardous material or hazardous waste as defined in KRS 174.405.

(2)
The purpose of using the site as a repository for waste is to reduce the cost associated with the road project and to level or otherwise create a site sufficient to support industrial activities. The department or the department's contractor shall use stabilization methods to reduce significant differential settling of the waste. The department or the department's contractor shall continually grade and compact the waste site, and design surface contours to minimize water run-off, until the site is stable, final grading is complete, and the site is ready for building to begin on an industrial park.

(3)
If a waste site is owned by the state, the state shall deed in fee simple the area used as a waste site to an interested city, county, or other governmental agency upon completion of the highway project after the final pay estimate has been processed.

(4)
The department shall upon the effective date of this Act begin consulting with the appropriate elected officials affected by new routes proposed to be constructed in the 1999-2004 six (6) year highway plan and each enacted six (6) year highway plan thereafter. The department shall consult with the appropriate elected officials to identify waste sites along the proposed new routes that may be potential industrial park sites.

Section 4.   Whereas the majority of road construction projects are prepared for letting in early spring each year to maximize the construction season, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.
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