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AN ACT relating to child care grants for businesses and making an appropriation thereof.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 199 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Sections 1 to 3 of this Act may be referred to as the "Kentucky Child Care Matching Grant Program."

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 199 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 1 to 3 of this Act:

(1)
"Cabinet" means the Cabinet for Human Resources;

(2)
"Dependent," "employer," and "employee" have the same meaning as set forth in KRS 141.010;

(3)
"Program" means the Kentucky child care matching grant program;

(4)
(a)
"Qualified expenditures" include, but are not limited to, the cost of operation of on-site child care contributed by the private employer, including both start-up costs and annual operating expenses, the cost of care purchased by the employer on behalf of its employees, the cost of care provided by the private employer to employees in the form of vouchers, and the cost of support services, which cost shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the total employer child care expenditures;

(b)
"Qualified expenditures" do not include payments made through employees' salary reductions; any portion of employer child care contributions funded by state or federal moneys; or any payments made by an employer or with funds provided by an employer to a child care provider that is not licensed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter; and
(5)
"Support services" means costs necessary to maintain accurate and complete records of all child care expenditures made by the employer.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 199 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any private employer contributing to the cost of child care for the dependents of its employees at a facility licensed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter may apply for a Kentucky child care matching grant in an amount not to exceed fifty percent (50%) of that employer's qualified expenditures for the provisions of child care for its employees' dependents.

(2)
The maximum annual matching grant that any employer may receive is one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000).

(3)
At least one-third (1/3) of any funds appropriated to provide matching grants shall be used to assist employers with fewer than one hundred (100) employees.

(4)
(a)
The cabinet shall administer the program. The cabinet shall promulgate any administrative regulations necessary for the implementation and administration of the program in compliance with the following:

1.
In establishing criteria for the evaluation of grant applications, the cabinet shall include consideration of the quality of the program proposed and the need of the employees to be served.
2.
The program shall be administered in a manner that will allow successful applicants ample knowledge and assurance of matching funds prior to the employer's annual budgetary commitment. Within thirty (30) days of receipt of the notice of award, the employer shall certify to the cabinet that existing unencumbered funds exist to support the employer's portion of the match.
3.
Renewal grants for recipients who have demonstrated a proven ability to comply with the requirements of the program shall take precedence over first-time applicants for a period of up to three (3) years.
(b)
All employers receiving grants under the program shall maintain complete and accurate records of all child care expenses.
(c)
The cabinet shall, by July 15 of 1999 and of each year thereafter, submit a report to the Legislative Research Commission detailing the number of private employers that received grants during the prior fiscal year, the total dollar amount of grants awarded, the number of applications received, and the disposition of those applications.
Section 4.   The General Assembly hereby appropriates the following amounts for the Kentucky Child Care Matching Grant Program.










FY 1998-99
FY 1999-00

Cabinet for Human Resources

Kentucky Child Care Matching Grant Program

General Fund







  750,000

 1,000,000
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