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AN ACT relating to the designation of coal as the official mineral of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, since the first commercial mine opened in 1820 at McLean Drift Bank in western Kentucky, and since a young mountaineer, John Mayo, rode his horse across the eastern Kentucky mountains opening mines, coal, or "black gold" as he called it, has been the lifeblood for thousands of Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, coal continues to be mined all across the Commonwealth, from Paradise down by the Green River in Muhlenberg County to Pigeon Roost in Martin County; and

WHEREAS, for the last half-century, Kentucky has led the nation in coal production, which has provided jobs, salaries, and economic wealth to thousands of  Kentuckians; and

Whereas, more miners work in Kentucky than any other state, as some 25,000 miners earn their living "digging coal" in the Bluegrass State; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky native recording artists, such as Loretta Lynn and Dwight Yoakam, have recorded many songs, including "Coal Miner's Daughter" and "Coal Miner's Prayer," that connect coal to life in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, carbide lanterns, mule-drawn carts, and coal shovels certainly are as symbolic of Kentucky life as tobacco barns, grazing horses, and bluegrass music, and coal has indeed been a major part of our state's identity, heritage and history;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Coal is named and designated as the official mineral of Kentucky.
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