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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Criminal justice bill


	SPONSOR
	Sen. Ernesto Scorsone


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 police, sheriffs, county and city government, local service agencies, schools


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Provides for the creation of local juvenile delinquency prevention councils (interlocal agreements), creates a Criminal Justice Council, expands alternatives for juveniles accused of crimes, requires interagency sharing of information regarding minors expands use of alternatives for adults convicted of crime, provides for life imprisonment without parole, prohibits ethnic intimidation, expands death penalty aggravating circumstances to include children under 12 and witnesses, provides for witness and victim protection, certifies police officers and deputy sheriffs, expands the salary supplement now given to police to include deputy sheriffs and other named officers, provide for sharing of criminal justice and other information between agencies; provides for installation of automated fingerprint identification system; provides for enhanced and unified computer/database systems for criminal justice programs; increases felony theft level from $300 to $1,000; provides that foreign domestic violence orders do not have to be authenticated; makes various other changes in criminal law and procedure

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The administrative and fiscal impact on local units of government is indeterminable but will likely be very significant. The bill creates juvenile delinquent prevention councils which will be interlocal cooperative agreements and will be, in effect, local units of government/political subdivisions. Participating cities and counties will be required to ensure that any actions taken by such councils are in conformity with those statutes which govern their respective city and county actions. Some autonomy regarding local authority and decisions may be surrendered to these interlocal agreement entities. 

Increased information/data base creation and sharing is required by the act; specifically, sharing of information between agencies and levels of government regarding minors. A Kentucky Unified Criminal Justice Information System is also created which will require extensive hardware and software purchases, maintenance, and training.

Kentucky Law Enforcement Foundation Fund supplements are extended to sheriffs' departments and increased from $2500 per year to $2750 for the first year, and then to $3000 per year thereafter. This  increases the annual wage from which the hourly wage for overtime purposes is calculated; thus, there will be an increase in overtime salary costs. Other costs will be incurred as these officers receive initial and yearly training in order to obtain and maintain eligibility for the supplement. The training, per se, is paid by the state, but associated costs and costs for covering the workload of absent deputies will represent some additional costs. Also, in order to receive these funds, sheriffs' department (personnel) must participate in (i.e., create and maintain) local merit boards, as required by the act/statute.

A comprehensive certification program for law enforcement officers is created by the act which will have indeterminate effects on local hiring practices, associated training costs, and salary and work schedules.

An increase in local jail costs may be expected as a consequence of raising the felony theft level from $300 to $1000, which will eliminate reimbursement for the incarceration of persons accused/convicted of theft in this range.
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