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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Child custody and parental rights.


	SPONSOR
	Sen. Walter Blevins


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	Peace officers and those officials responsible for the monitoring of child welfare and custody.


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This bill seeks to assure equal time and responsibilities for divorced parents.  The bill creates the legal concept of "equal, shared parenting and custody."  This concept is "... a parenting relationship between two (2) natural parents where there are equally split physical and decision-making responsibilities which require the parents to openly exchange information, written and verbal, concerning the health, education, and welfare of the child, and to resolve differences between themselves, with the child being held blameless."  Equal and shared parenting and custody is awarded by a court order.  Sections 1 through 5 of the bill detail the creation and modification of this of this concept.

Provisions appearing in Section 3, page 2, lines 5 through 8, and page 3, lines 8 through 9, have an impact on local governments.  These provisions require an evaluation, psychological and social, of family members.  This will impact those local governments that provide social workers to the court system.

Sections 6 and 7 of the bill are also of interest to local governments.  These sections detail a new crime, "Parenting interference."  This crime shall be a Class D felony.  This involves the obstruction of legally mandated interactions between the minor child and an authorized person, e.g., parent, grand-parent, or step-parent.  A court shall order a doubling of the denied interaction time, if the crime of Parenting interference has been found.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The effect of this bill is indeterminable.  The effects could be substantial.  The bill will affect both the revenues and expenses of local governments.  The evaluation requirement will be a cost to those governments that provide social worker support to local courts.  Fayette County provides one full-time social worker to the Friend of the Courts office currently, and may be providing funding for a second full-time position in July of 1998.  These personnel provide evaluations to the court, for the indigent.  Currently, these workers, in Fayette County, perform over 100 evaluations per year.  This bill will require an increase in the number of evaluations required.  Judge Keller, Fayette County Circuit Court, estimated the cost of the two evaluations, social and psychological, to cost $2,500.  If there is no increase in the number of cases that would require government-provided evaluations, the bill would cost Fayette County an estimated increase in operating costs of $250,000.  Therefore, this bill could represent an increased cost to any local government that provides such evaluations.

The bill also represents a possible increase in revenues to counties, as well.  Parenting Interference will be a Class D felony.  Class D felons are housed in local detention facilities.  The Department of Corrections reimburses these facilities for their incarceration.  Currently, the reimbursement rate is $25.09 per inmate per day.  Fayette County reports that it has 300 complaints per year that could fall into the category of Parenting Interference.  This is the number of complaints filed, not the number of contempt citations issued.  The Friend of the Court Office felt that the bill would increase the number of these types of complaints.  It would also increase the number of Class D felons that would be housed in local detention facilities.  This increase in prisoner population would represent a net revenue increase to county detention facilities.

It is impossible to state exactly how many evaluations this bill will require.  Also, it is not possible to state an exact cost for any given evaluation.  Lastly, not all evaluations would be provided through the offices of a government appointed social worker.  Therefore, it is impossible to state the exact increase in costs that this bill might represent.

Also, it is impossible to forecast the exact number of new Class D felons that this bill will create.  That makes it impossible to determine how much, if any revenue increase this bill will represent to counties.  Lastly, it is not possible to state whether the increased costs will outweigh the increased revenues.  So, the net effect of this bill is indeterminable.
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