COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT
	GENERAL ASSEMBLY
	LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

	1998 REGULAR SESSION
	1996-97 INTERIM


MEASURE

	(X) 98 BR No.
	2143
	
	(X)
	Senate
	Bill No.
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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	An Act relating to access to information


	SPONSOR
	Senator Tim Philpot


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	                  Impact
	               No Impact
	    X  Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	          X        State
	                       Local
	              Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	State Government Agencies, State Assisted Organizations


	Fund(s) Impact:
	         X     General
	         X      Road
	      X         Federal

	
	            X         Restricted Agency (Type)
	       X        (Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Expenditures (+/-)
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	

	Net Effect
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Require the state or a state-assisted organization to provide blind or visually impaired individuals with access to information technology that is equivalent to the access provided individuals who are not blind or visually impaired, that is designed to present information in formats intended for both visual and nonvisual use, and has been purchased under a contract that includes the technology access clause.  The technology access clause will be developed b the Finance and Administration Cabinet who will also establish nonvisual access standards for use in the procurement of information technology by covered entities.  The nonvisual access technology procurement will be phased in over three years.  Any person injured by a violation may bring an action for injunctive relief in the Circuit Court of the county in which the person resides or in which the covered entity is located.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Create new sections of KRS Chapter 61

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The fiscal impact is indeterminable cost increase for information technology procurements for all state agencies and state assisted organizations.  There would also be an increase in costs due to the initial planning and research involved in evaluating products that would meet the standards of the legislation.  The web enabled applications would also require serious review and modification to meet the needs of the visually impaired customer.  The implementation of a Geographic Information System project would present an especially difficult challenge to meet the standards since the basemaps are a spatial presentation driven by graphical representations that are all visual and tied to database attributes.

There is also an indeterminable impact from the injunctive relief provided for a violation of the provisions

of SB 361.
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