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AN ACT proposing to create Section 59a and to amend Section 256 of the Constitution of Kentucky relating to citizen initiative proposals.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   IT IS PROPOSED THAT A NEW SECTION BE ADDED TO THE CONSTITUTION OF KENTUCKY TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Section 59a.
The initiative is the power of the voters of the Commonwealth to propose statutes and amendments to the Constitution of Kentucky and to adopt or reject them. An initiative measure may be proposed by presenting to the Secretary of State a petition that sets forth the text of the proposed statute or amendment to the Constitution and is certified by the Secretary of State as having been signed by registered voters equal in number to five percent in the case of a proposed statute, and eight percent in the case of a proposed amendment to the Constitution, of the number of all votes cast for all slates of candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor at the gubernatorial election preceding the submission of the initiative measure. Prior to circulation of an initiative petition for signatures, the person proposing the initiative measure shall prepare a title of not more than fifty words, an accurate and concise summary of the initiative measure of not more than two hundred fifty words, and the text of the proposed statute or constitutional amendment for inclusion on the ballot and which shall appear on each petition submitted for signatures as shall be prescribed by law. No initiative measure that embraces more than one specific subject, that names any individual to hold any office, that names or identifies any private corporation to perform any function or to have any power or duty, or that proposes a tax increase or revenue appropriation may be submitted to the voters or have any effect. An initiative measure proposing a statute shall not conflict with the Constitution of Kentucky or the Constitution of the United States of America. An initiative measure proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Kentucky shall not conflict with the Constitution of the United States of America. A person desiring to submit an initiative measure may request an opinion of the Attorney General proposing a hypothetical initiative measure to ascertain whether a conflict exists. A person desiring to submit an initiative measure may also request an opinion of the Reviser of Statutes of the Kentucky Legislative Research Commission proposing a hypothetical initiative measure to ascertain that all necessary statutes or sections of the Constitution of Kentucky are addressed in a way that will fully effectuate the purpose of the initiative measure and to ensure that necessary statutes or sections of the Constitution of Kentucky are amended to conform with the primary substantive changes proposed by the initiative measure. The General Assembly shall provide by law the manner in which petitions shall be circulated, presented, qualified, and published, and the manner in which qualified initiative measures shall appear on the ballot; except that at least twenty percent of the petition signatures for an initiative measure must be from registered voters in each of at least one-half of the Congressional districts in Kentucky, petition circulators must certify that they witnessed each signature on petitions they distributed, not more than one hundred eighty days shall be permitted to gather petition signatures after the petition is approved by the Secretary of State, and not more than thirty days shall be permitted to gather additional petition signatures if the Secretary of State certifies that a petition has been submitted with an insufficient number of qualified signatures. Not more than two initiative measures may be submitted to the voters of the Commonwealth at any regular election, and, of all initiative measures proposed for that election, the initiative measures whose petitions contain the highest numbers of qualified signatures, as certified by the Secretary of State, shall be included on the ballot. The Secretary of State shall submit an initiative measure to the voters at the next regular election if, at least one hundred twenty days before the election, it is certified as qualifying under the provisions of this section. A proposed initiative statute which is approved by a majority of the votes cast for and against the measure shall take effect immediately upon the certification of the vote totals on the initiative measure by the Secretary of State unless the measure provides otherwise. A proposed initiative amendment to the Constitution of Kentucky which is approved by not less than sixty percent of the votes cast for and against the measure shall take effect immediately upon the certification of the vote totals by the Secretary of State unless the measure provides otherwise. If the provisions of two initiative measures approved at the same election conflict, as certified by the Attorney General, those of the measure receiving the highest affirmative vote shall prevail. If an initiative measure is adopted by the voters, it shall be binding, not advisory in nature. A statute or constitutional amendment that is adopted by means of the initiative shall not be later repealed by the General Assembly, but the General Assembly may later amend the adopted measure so long as the amendment does not nullify the effect of the adopted initiative measure. However, the General Assembly may preempt the initiative process by enacting the proposed statute or proposed constitutional amendment prior to the election at which the initiative would appear on the ballot. A defeated initiative measure shall not be eligible to appear again on the ballot at a regular election until the expiration of four years from the regular election at which the initiative measure was defeated by the voters.

Section 2.   It is proposed that Section 256 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Except as provided in Section 59a, amendments to this Constitution may be proposed in either House of the General Assembly at a regular session, and if such amendment or amendments shall be agreed to by three-fifths of all the members elected to each House, such proposed amendment or amendments, with the yeas and nays of the members of each House taken thereon, shall be entered in full in their respective journals. Then such proposed amendment or amendments shall be submitted to the voters of the State for their ratification or rejection at the next general election for members of the House of Representatives, the vote to be taken thereon in such manner as the General Assembly may provide, and to be certified by the officers of election to the Secretary of State in such manner as shall be provided by law, which vote shall be compared and certified by the same board authorized by law to compare the polls and give certificates of election to officers for the State at large. If it shall appear that a majority of the votes cast for and against an amendment at said election was for the amendment, then the same shall become a part of the Constitution of this Commonwealth, and shall be so proclaimed by the Governor, and published in such manner as the General Assembly may direct. Said amendments shall not be submitted at an election which occurs less than ninety days from the final passage of such proposed amendment or amendments. Not more than four amendments proposed by the General Assembly shall be voted upon at any one time. If two or more amendments shall be submitted at the same time, they shall be submitted in such manner that the electors shall vote for or against each of such amendments separately, but an amendment may relate to a single subject or to related subject matters and may amend or modify as many articles and as many sections of the Constitution as may be necessary and appropriate in order to accomplish the objectives of the amendment. The approval of the Governor shall not be necessary to any bill, order, resolution or vote of the General Assembly, proposing an amendment or amendments to this Constitution.

Section 3.   This amendment shall be submitted to the voters of the Commonwealth for their ratification or rejection at the time and in the manner provided for under Sections 256 and 257 of the Constitution and under KRS 118.415.
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