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AN ACT relating to dropout prevention.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 158.148 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
In cooperation with the Kentucky Education Association, the Kentucky School Boards Association, the Kentucky Association of School Administrators, the Parent-Teachers Association, the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, the Farm Bureau, members of the Interim Joint Committee on Education, and other interested groups, the Department of Education shall develop statewide student discipline guidelines and recommendations designed to reduce the dropout rate in the state's public schools.

(2)
The department shall obtain statewide data on major discipline problems and reasons why students drop out of school. In addition, strategies currently being used successfully in programs in Kentucky and in other states shall be incorporated into the statewide guidelines and the recommendations to reduce dropouts.

(3)
Copies of the discipline guidelines shall be distributed to all school districts. The statewide guidelines shall contain broad principles to guide local districts in developing their own discipline code. The local code shall be distributed to all students and parents in the district and shall be available for inspection.

(4)
The Department of Education shall first provide technical assistance to those districts reporting the greatest number of dropouts. Reporting requirements shall be established by the Department of Education; however, reports shall be prepared in a manner that will provide data on successful strategies for dropout prevention.

(5)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall establish criteria for the development of dropout prevention programs and award grants for up to twenty (20) school districts in which:

(a)
The percentage of students dropping out of school is among the highest twenty-five (25) districts in the state; and

(b)
More than one hundred (100) students drop out of schools each year.


These grants shall be administered through contracts whereby school districts agree to provide dropout prevention services specified by the Kentucky Board of Education. The board shall include Girl Scouting in the School Day programs as a dropout prevention service that school districts may offer. In addition, the Kentucky Board of Education shall have the authority to award up to twenty (20) grants to school districts having high dropout rates but fewer than one hundred (100) dropouts per year. The Kentucky Board of Education shall develop grant funding criteria based upon available appropriations.
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