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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	County taxation and ordinances


	SPONSOR
	Sen. Gary Johnson


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 Fiscal courts.


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	
	Modifies Existing
	
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill requires fiscal courts to levy taxes via ordinance rather than by resolution or order.
	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST



The impact of the bill is indeterminable, but ought to be minimal.  Ordinances are promulgated differently than are orders or resolutions.  Ordinances require two separate readings before passage.  Also, a summary of the ordinance and any amendments to the ordinance must be published, prior to passage.  The notice also must include the time, place, and date of consideration of the proposed ordinance.  Resolutions and orders need not be published prior to adoption.


The bill would increase costs for a county that currently uses resolutions or orders, rather than an ordinance, to levy taxes. The counties would require more time to levy taxes and would incur the expense of publishing notices concerning the proposed ordinance. However, Department of Local Government reports, "...we know of no (emphasis added) county or city that currently levies taxes via resolution."  Thus, as a practical matter, the bill will have no impact on local governments, since local governments are currently levying taxes via ordinance.
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