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AN ACT relating to firearms.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 237 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person who stores or leaves, on premises under his or her control, a loaded firearm, as defined in KRS 237.060, and who knows or reasonably should know that a minor is likely to gain access to the firearm without the lawful permission of the minor's parent or the person having charge of the minor, or without the supervision required by law, shall:

(a)
Keep the firearm in a securely locked box or container;

(b)
Keep the firearm in a location that a reasonable person would believe to be secure; or

(c)
Remove a part from the firearm, rendering the firearm incapable of discharging a shot.

(2)
The provisions of this section do not apply:
(a)
When a minor uses the firearm in a manner permitted by KRS Chapter 150, KRS Chapter 503, or KRS Chapter 527; or

(b)
When the minor obtains the firearm as a result of an unlawful entry by any person.

(3)
If any person violates subsection (1) of this section and as a result thereof a minor gains access to the firearm, without the lawful permission of the minor's parent or person having charge of the minor, and the minor possesses or exhibits it without the supervision required by law, and the minor uses the firearm to commit any criminal offense, that person is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A conviction of a person for a violation of this section shall constitute negligence per se in a civil action against that person relating to the minor's use of the firearm.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 237 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Upon the retail commercial sale or retail transfer of any firearm, the seller or transferor shall deliver a written warning to the purchaser or transferee, which warning states, in block letters not less than one-fourth (1/4) inch in height: "IT IS UNLAWFUL, AND PUNISHABLE BY IMPRISONMENT AND FINE, FOR ANY ADULT TO STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM IN ANY PLACE WITHIN THE REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A MINOR UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE."

(2)
Any retail or wholesale store, shop, or sales outlet that sells firearms shall conspicuously post at each purchase counter the following warning in block letters not less than one (1) inch in height: "IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM IN ANY PLACE WITHIN THE REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A MINOR UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE."

(3)
Any person or business knowingly violating a requirement to provide warning under this section is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor.
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