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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Bench warrants


	SPONSOR
	Sen. Tom Buford


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 Judges


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 86 allows a judge to issue a bench warrant for defendants who fail to appear in response to a citation.  The judge would not have to first issue a summons, as is now required.  This applies only to Class A or B misdemeanors.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST



The effect of this bill is indeterminable.  Neither the Administrative Office of the Courts nor the Attorney General retains records of the number of warrants or summonses issued.  Records are maintained only of the number of cases that are filed, thus it is not possible to determine how many summons would not be issued, and how much time or money would be saved by this bill.
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	Attorney General. Administrative Office of the Courts
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