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AN ACT relating to health insurance coverage for autism.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF SUBTITLE 17 OF KRS CHAPTER 304 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
All insurers issuing individual health insurance policies in this Commonwealth providing coverage on an expense-incurred basis shall provide coverage, including therapeutic respite and rehabilitative care, for the treatment of autism of a child covered under the policy.

(2)
Coverage for autism shall be subject to a five hundred dollar ($500) maximum benefit per month, per covered child. This limit shall not apply to other health conditions of the child and services for the child not related to the treatment of autism.
(3)
As used in this section:
(a)
"Autism" means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and non-verbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three (3), that adversely affects educational performance and which includes any of the following characteristics:
1.
Irregularity and impairment in communication;
2.
Engagement in repetitive activity and stereotyped movement;
3.
Resistance to changes in environment or daily routine; or
4.
Unusual responses to sensory experience.

This term does not include persons with characteristics of an emotional-behavioral disability as defined in KRS 157.200; and
(b)
"Child" means a person two (2) through twenty-one (21) years of age.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 304.17A-100 TO 304.17A.160 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
All health benefit plans shall provide coverage, including therapeutic respite and rehabilitative care, for the treatment of autism of a child covered under the policy.

(2)
Coverage for autism shall be subject to a five hundred dollar ($500) maximum benefit per month, per covered child. This limit shall not apply to other health conditions of the child and services for the child not related to the treatment of autism.

(3)
As used in this section:
(a)
"Autism" means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and non-verbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three (3), that adversely affects educational performance and which includes any of the following characteristics:
1.
Irregularity and impairment in communication;
2.
Engagement in repetitive activity and stereotyped movement;
3.
Resistance to changes in environment or daily routine; or
4.
Unusual responses to sensory experience.

This term does not include persons with characteristics of an emotional-behavioral disability as defined in KRS 157.200; and
(b)
"Child" means a person two (2) through twenty-one (21) years of age.
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF SUBTITLE 18 OF KRS CHAPTER 304 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
All insurers issuing group or blanket health insurance policies and certificates in this Commonwealth shall provide coverage, including therapeutic respite and rehabilitative care, for the treatment of autism of a child covered under the policy.

(2)
Coverage for autism shall be subject to a five hundred dollar ($500) maximum benefit per month, per covered child. This limit shall not apply to other health conditions of the child and services for the child not related to the treatment of autism.

(3)
As used in this section:
(a)
"Autism" means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and non-verbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three (3), that adversely affects educational performance and which includes any of the following characteristics:
1.
Irregularity and impairment in communication;
2.
Engagement in repetitive activity and stereotyped movement;
3.
Resistance to changes in environment or daily routine; or
4.
Unusual responses to sensory experience.

This term does not include persons with characteristics of an emotional-behavioral disability as defined in KRS 157.200; and
(b)
"Child" means a person two (2) through twenty-one (21) years of age.
SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF SUBTITLE 32 OF KRS CHAPTER 304 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
All nonprofit hospital, medical-surgical, dental, and health service corporations issuing contracts in this Commonwealth which provide hospital, medical, or surgical expense benefits shall provide coverage, including therapeutic respite and rehabilitative care, for the treatment of autism of a child covered under the policy.

(2)
Coverage for autism shall be subject to a five hundred dollar ($500) maximum benefit per month, per covered child. This limit shall not apply to other health conditions of the child and services for the child not related to the treatment of autism.

(3)
As used in this section:
(a)
"Autism" means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and non-verbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three (3), that adversely affects educational performance and which includes any of the following characteristics:
1.
Irregularity and impairment in communication;
2.
Engagement in repetitive activity and stereotyped movement;
3.
Resistance to changes in environment or daily routine; or
4.
Unusual responses to sensory experience.

This term does not include persons with characteristics of an emotional-behavioral disability as defined in KRS 157.200; and
(b)
"Child" means a person two (2) through twenty-one (21) years of age.
SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF SUBTITLE 38 OF KRS CHAPTER 304 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
All health maintenance organizations issuing contracts in this Commonwealth shall provide coverage, including therapeutic respite and rehabilitative care, for the treatment of autism of a child covered under the policy.

(2)
Coverage for autism shall be subject to a five hundred dollar ($500) maximum benefit per month, per covered child. This limit shall not apply to other health conditions of the child and services for the child not related to the treatment of autism.

(3)
As used in this section:
(a)
"Autism" means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and non-verbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three (3), that adversely affects educational performance and which includes any of the following characteristics:
1.
Irregularity and impairment in communication;
2.
Engagement in repetitive activity and stereotyped movement;
3.
Resistance to changes in environment or daily routine; or
4.
Unusual responses to sensory experience.

This term does not include persons with characteristics of an emotional-behavioral disability as defined in KRS 157.200; and
(b)
"Child" means a person two (2) through twenty-one (21) years of age.
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