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AN ACT relating to dentistry.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 313.080 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each person who is licensed to practice dentistry in Kentucky shall, by the thirty-first day of December of each odd-numbered year, register with the board and maintain satisfactory evidence of completion of continuing education as provided in this section. The registration shall be made on a form prescribed by the board and furnished by the board's executive director, and shall include the licensee's name, address, license number, and any other available information that the board may consider necessary. All registrations shall be in effect for the two (2) year period beginning on the first day of January of the following even-numbered year and ending on the last day of December of the following odd-numbered year.
(2)
By December 31 of each biennial licensing period as provided in subsection (1) of this section[year], every dentist licensed to practice in this state shall return to the board evidence satisfactory to the board that the[such] dentist has accumulated a sufficient number of points for continuing dental education in accordance with a schedule of points which shall be adopted by the board.[ Provided,] However, that the board, in its discretion, may make exceptions to the point requirement for continuing dental education for any[such] hardship or other extenuating circumstances that[as] the board deems appropriate. The continuing dental education shall include completion of the course described in KRS 214.610(1).

(3)[(2)]
By December 31 of each biennial licensing period as provided in subsection (1) of this section[year], every dentist licensed to practice in this state shall return to the board the renewal notice properly signed and a license fee in the amount prescribed by the board. The dentist shall thereupon receive a license renewal certificate, if the dentist[provided that he] has also complied with the requirements of subsection (2)[(1)] of this section. The board shall fix the license fee at an[such] amount as is necessary to maintain a revolving fund at an approximate level of one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000). The license fee for each licensing period[year] shall be set by the board. Notice of[ a change in] the amount of license renewal fee shall be given to each dentist licensed in the state by the board not later than thirty (30) days before the end of the renewal period[December 1].

(4)
Any license granted by the board shall be automatically suspended if the holder fails to submit a properly completed renewal application to the board, with payment of the renewal fee, as required in this section. For purposes of this section, any renewal application shall be deemed timely submitted if it is delivered to the board office by December 31, or duly mailed and postmarked by that date. Any[secure the renewal certificate by January 1 of each year, but any] license thus suspended may be restored by the board upon the payment to the board of the biennial registration fee, and in addition thereto, a reinstatement fee of fifty dollars ($50) within one (1) year after the suspension.

(5)
Each dentist licensed under this chapter shall notify the board in writing of any change in the person's name, office address, or employment within ten (10) days after the change has taken place.

Section 2.   KRS 313.150 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Proceedings to reprimand, place on probation, revoke, suspend, refuse to renew, or refuse to issue[revoke or suspend] a license may be taken by the board from the matters within its knowledge or upon the information of another. If the informant is a member of the board, the other members shall constitute the board for the purpose of judging the accused. Every accusation shall be in writing, verified by some person familiar with the facts charged in it. Three (3) copies shall be filed with the secretary-treasurer of the board. Upon receiving the accusation the board shall, if it considers it sufficient, schedule an administrative hearing.

(2)
All administrative hearings conducted under authority of this chapter shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of KRS Chapter 13B.

(3)
Any final order of the board may be appealed to the Circuit Court of the county in which the board met.

Section 3.   KRS 313.305 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each person who is licensed to practice dental hygiene in the Commonwealth shall, by the thirty-first day of December of each even-numbered year, register with the board and maintain satisfactory evidence of completion of continuing education as provided in this section. The registration shall be made on a form prescribed by the board and furnished by the board's executive director and shall include the licensee's name, address, license number, and any other available information that the board may consider necessary. All registrations shall be in effect for the two (2) year period beginning on the first day of January of the following odd-numbered year and ending on the last day of December of the following even-numbered year.
(2)
By December 31 of each biennial licensing period as provided in subsection (1) of this section[year], every dental hygienist licensed to practice in this state shall return to the board evidence satisfactory to the board that the dental hygienist has accumulated a sufficient number of points for continuing dental hygienist education in accordance with a schedule of points which shall be adopted by the board. Continuing dental hygienist education shall include completion of the course described in KRS 214.610(1). In approving continuing education activities, the board shall develop criteria to determine the actual effect upon the competency of the participant.[ Provided,] However,[ that] the board, in its discretion, may make exceptions to the point requirement for continuing dental hygienist education for any[such] hardship or other extenuating circumstances that[as] the board deems appropriate.

(3)[(2)]
By December 31 of each biennial licensing period as provided in subsection (1) of this section[year], every dental hygienist licensed to practice in this state shall return to the board the hygienist's renewal notice properly signed and a fee[ of ten dollars ($10) or an amount as hereinafter] prescribed by the board by administrative regulation subject to the provisions of KRS Chapter 13A. The dental hygienist shall then receive a license renewal certificate, if[provided that] compliance with the requirements of subsection (1) of this section is met. The biennial[annual] renewal license fee shall be established by the board in an amount as is necessary to maintain the level of the revolving fund in accordance with the provisions of KRS 313.080. The license fee for each licensing period[year] shall be set biennially by the board. Notice of change in the amount of license renewal fee shall be given to each dental hygienist licensed in the state by the board not later than thirty (30) days prior to each renewal period[December 1].

(4)
Any license granted by the board shall be suspended if the holder fails to submit a properly completed renewal application to the board, with payment of a renewal fee, as required in this section. For purposes of this section, any renewal application shall be deemed timely submitted if it is delivered to the board office by December 31, or duly mailed and postmarked by that date.[secure the renewal certificate by January 1 of each year, but] Any license thus suspended may be restored by the board upon the payment to the board of the biennial registration fee and, in addition thereto, of a reinstatement fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) within one (1) year after the suspension.

(5)
Each dental hygienist licensed to practice under this chapter shall notify the board in writing of any change in the licensee's name, office address, or employment within ten (10) days after the change has taken place.

Section 4.   KRS 313.020 is amended to read as follows:

No person, except those licensed and registered under prior laws of this state, shall practice or attempt to practice dentistry unless he has been licensed by the board and has registered his license as provided in Section 1 of this Act[KRS 313.110].

Section 5.   The Legislative Research Commission shall direct that a study on the practice of denturity be conducted during the 1998-2000 interim. The study shall be for the purposes of determining: if and to what extent denturists should be regulated in the Commonwealth; if the Kentucky Board of Dentistry is the proper and most efficient entity to regulate those engaged in the practice of denturity; and whether registration similar to the ones established for dentists and dental hygienists in Sections 1 and 3 of this Act should be established for those practicing denturity.

Section 6.   The following KRS sections are repealed:

313.110   Registration of license with county clerk -- Attestation -- Clerk's fee.

313.120   Forfeiture of license for failure to register it.

313.307   Registration of dental hygienists -- License in county -- Fee.
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