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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  To provide confidentiality of informants of child abuse and neglect cases with the following exceptions: when an adult subject of the information causes release or partial release of the information, when requested by child care administrators, and when fatality or near fatality results.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  SB 83/GA amends: 1) KRS 600.020 (Unified Juvenile Code, Definitions) to define "near fatality" as an injury that, as certified by a physician, places a child in serious or critical conditions; 2) KRS 620.050 (Immunity for good faith actions or reports-Investigations-Confidentiality of reports) to A) allow child care administrators access to the report of suspected child abuse, neglect or dependency and other Cabinet of Human Resources (CHR) obtained information B) provide confidentiality of informants unless by court order or for law enforcement purposes who knowingly make a false report; C) permit public disclosure of a case that resulted in child fatality or near fatality; D) permits CHR to make public previously confidential information when an adult who is subject of the information reveals or causes to be revealed part of the confidential information when the disclosure is in the best interest of the child or the administration of the cabinet's duties.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

While there is no cost related to the implementation of SB 83/GA, the Cabinet for Families and Children reports that failure to provide the confidentiality of informants could result in the lost of $300,000 annually from the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA), 42 U.S.C. 5106a.
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