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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT
	GENERAL ASSEMBLY
	LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

	1998 REGULAR SESSION
	1996-97 INTERIM


MEASURE

	(X) 98 BR No.
	823
	
	(X)
	Senate
	Bill No.
	95/GA


	() Resolution No.
	
	
	() Amendment No.
	


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	An Act relating to child welfare


	SPONSOR
	Senator Tim Philpot


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	               Impact
	               No Impact
	  X    Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	       X        State
	                       Local
	               Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	Cabinet for Families and Children


	Fund(s) Impact:
	        X      General
	                Road
	     X        Federal

	
	                   Restricted Agency (Type)
	               (Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Expenditures (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Net Effect
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  The purpose of the legislation is to check all persons residing in foster homes against state and national criminal databases for criminal history.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  This legislation creates a new section of  KRS 620, relating to comparing all persons residing in the foster home or home of the parent against the Law Information Network Kentucky (LINK) and the National  Crime Information Center's (NCIC) computerized listing for criminal, domestic, and sexual offenses. 

SB 95/GA requires the Department for Social Services, in cooperation with the Department of State Police, to provide the criminal checks prior to placement of a child in a foster home operated or approved by DSS or the return of a abused or neglected child to the home of the parent.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

SB 95/GA requires the check be completed by both the LINK and the NCIC; therefore costing $8 for each person checked.

The direct cost of the checks would include the approximately 2,316 new children that enter the Foster Care system each year; any current children in foster care that change homes (currently, 6,600 foster care children); and any adoptive homes (minimum number).  The check would be necessary for all people who reside in the home.  Based upon DSS data, approximately 2.6 individuals reside in the home with each foster child.  The minimum cost would be $185,500. (8,916 children placed x 2.6 persons who reside in home with foster child x $8 for two checks).  Indirect/other costs such as staff time and adoptive homes are not included.

However, other potential costs would result in an indeterminable impact.  The legislation does not address the time frame for the criminal checks.  If the checks are processed after the need for the foster home placement is determined, there would be a 14 day delay in the placement.  Assuming the child would be placed in an emergency shelter at $48 a day, there could be an additional $1.6 million.  Children in placement often experience unplanned moves.  This would also require additional emergency shelter cost.  Also, the direct cost of the checks assumes only 1 home change per foster child.  Although this is indeterminable, children often move more than one time.

Most costs related to Foster Care can be funded at a 56% General Fund and 44% Federal Funds ratio.
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