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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a Task Force on Adult Education.

WHEREAS, the 1997 Kentucky Literacy Survey found that 340,000 Kentuckians lack the basic literacy skills necessary to perform efficiently at work, at home, and in the community; and

WHEREAS, the 1997 Kentucky Literacy Survey found that 656,000 Kentuckians are functioning at such a low skill level that it will likely interfere with their ability to advance in the workplace; and 

WHEREAS, literacy skills affect the economic well-being of Kentuckians with individuals who have higher literacy levels being much more likely to be employed and less likely to live in poverty and need welfare assistance; and

WHEREAS, the literacy skills of parents strongly relate to the educational future of their children with those individuals who have higher literacy skills being more likely to read to their children, help with homework, meet with teachers, participate in parent-teacher organizations, and provide printed materials in the home; and

WHEREAS, the adult literacy programs are currently serving only 5% of Kentucky's undereducated adults and many of the program's participants are dropping out prematurely; and

WHEREAS, the problem is continuing to grow as more students are now dropping out of high school than are receiving their high school equivalency diploma after passing the General Educational Development tests; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly created the Adult Education and Literacy Initiative Fund in 1997 to research the effectiveness of different program models that can provide valuable information for addressing the problems of adult education and literacy in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly recognizes the importance of public involvement in the process of finding solutions to better meet the needs of undereducated Kentuckians;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   (1) There is hereby established a Task Force on Adult Education to develop recommendations and an implementation plan for raising the literacy level and educational attainment of Kentucky's adults who have not graduated from high school or who have poor literacy skills. Its membership shall include:

(a)
Six (6) Senate members appointed by the President of the Senate;

(b)
Six (6) House of Representatives members appointed by the Speaker of the House; and

(c)
Six (6) members appointed by the Governor.

The Governor shall serve as chair.

(2)
The Task Force shall review the status of Kentuckians who have not graduated from high school or who have poor literacy skills; the adequacy of current programmatic efforts to address the problem; and recommendations to improve efforts to address the problem.

(3)
The Task Force shall be authorized to contract for consultant services.

Section 2.   The Task Force shall report its findings and recommendations, including an implementation plan and timeline, with enabling legislation to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission no later than September 1, 1999.

Section 3.   Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost $30,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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