UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/06/98
1998 REG. SESS.
98 RS BR 2439


A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION authorizing and directing the study of the financial impact of the state's tax system on the poor and reauthorizing the Commission on Poverty.

WHEREAS, Kentucky ranks first in the nation in the burden imposed through the state's individual income tax; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky ranks among the highest fifteen states in the burden of major state and local taxes for a family of four; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's income and sales taxes consume nearly five percent of the gross income of a family of four living below the poverty level with an annual income of $15,000;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to have conducted a comprehensive study of the financial impact of the state's tax system on the poor.

Section 2.   The study shall be performed under the auspices of the Commission on Poverty, which was authorized by 1996 Senate Concurrent Resolution 96 and which is hereby reauthorized for the 1998-99 interim.

Section 3.   The study shall identify the tax burden imposed by the state's tax system on families of various size living at the poverty level, and shall identify the cost of partially or wholly relieving the burden.

Section 4.   The Commission on Poverty shall report the results of the study to the Legislative Research Commission by June 1, 1999.

Section 5.   Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost $15,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Legislative Research Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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