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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Kentucky Coal Marketing and Export Council to conduct a review of incentives appropriate to encourage the mining of economically marginal seams of coal.

WHEREAS, the mission of the Council includes advising the Governor on areas critical to marketing Kentucky coal and educating the public about coal; and

WHEREAS, a significant portion of Kentucky's coal reserves contain a high percentage of sulfur, which renders them unmarketable, and a significant portion of Kentucky's coal reserves, which have been previously mined and unreclaimed, have a potential to be remined; and

WHEREAS, the present state of the Kentucky coal industry does not allow for the economical mining of thin coal seams, high sulfur coal seams, or seams potentially available for remining; and

WHEREAS, it is to the benefit of the Commonwealth to maximize the mining of its natural resources; and

WHEREAS, the competing coal states have enacted legislation to encourage the mining of thin coal seams, high sulfur coal seams, or seams potentially available for remining; and

WHEREAS, coal mining is and will continue to be a major employer in eastern and western Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Coal Marketing and Export Council shall review incentives to encourage the mining of economically marginal seams of coal, which may be defined as thin seams, seams with high sulfur content, or seams where mining has previously occurred. The economics of coal markets and methods of coal conveyance may also be reviewed.

Section 2.   The Council shall report its findings to the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources no later than one hundred eighty (180) days prior to the convening of the General Assembly in Regular Session in the year 2000.
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