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A RESOLUTION adjourning in the loving memory and honor of the Reverend Vernon Robertson.

With deepest respect, we pay homage and tribute to Father Vernon Robertson.

WHEREAS, Father Vernon Robertson was ordained in Rome as a Catholic priest in 1967 and dedicated his life and spiritual energies to the church's urban mission; and

WHEREAS, Father Vernon Robertson began his career as a Catholic priest in the Louisville's West End; and

WHEREAS, Father Vernon Robertson was credited for helping to found the Urban Montessori Schools and the city's first residence for people with AIDS and with revitalizing and leading the restoration of the aging St. Martin of Tours in downtown Louisville, where he was pastor for 15 years; and

WHEREAS, Father Vernon Robertson founded a restaurant called "The Afro-German Tea Room," a name that reflected the change in the neighborhood's ethnic makeup over the years; and

WHEREAS, Father Vernon Robertson turned St. Philip Neri in Old Louisville into a chapel and neighborhood center, which is now a Montessori school and a Salvation Army Boys and Girls Club; and

WHEREAS, Father Vernon Robertson was recently involved with Spalding University, where he began teaching a literature class; and

WHEREAS, Father Vernon Robertson sought to improve the impoverished urban neighborhoods throughout his career and his goal was to involve the community and church and bring in surrounding residents; and

WHEREAS, through the years, Father Vernon Robertson has been admired for his guidance and wisdom, and demonstrated great courage, vision, and leadership;

WHEREAS, the people of the Archdiocese of Louisville have been blessed to receive the peace and joy the Reverend Vernon Robertson has so lovingly given for the past 31 years; and

WHEREAS, he was described by his friends as a "faithful servant of the church; a man who loved God and the people he served";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That the Senate does hereby express its most profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of the Reverend Father Vernon Robertson and does extend to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   That when the Senate adjourns this day, Thursday, February 19, 1998, it does so in loving memory and honor of the Reverend Father Vernon Robertson.

Section 3.   That the Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to St. Martin of Tours Catholic Church, 629 South Shelby Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40202.
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