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A RESOLUTION to applaud and commend the efforts of Dr. Marvin Copes, Director, Kentucky Tech, Jefferson Campus; Dr. Richard Green, President, Jefferson Community College; and Dr. John Shumaker, President, University of Louisville and the institutions they lead for their cooperative efforts and innovative actions that led to the development of the Metropolitan Scholars Program that was key to the recruitment of United Parcel Service's expansion that will eventually lead to an estimated 6000 new jobs.

WHEREAS, Kentucky acknowledged the critical importance of postsecondary education to the economic and cultural climate of Kentucky with the passage of the 1997 Postsecondary Education Improvement Act; and

WHEREAS, the Postsecondary Education Improvement Act was focused on high quality postsecondary education that is flexible, accessible, and affordable to Kentucky citizens; and

WHEREAS, the 1997 Postsecondary Education Improvement Act required that all institutions redefine their missions and avoid unnecessary duplication; and

WHEREAS, it was the intent of the General Assembly that core courses be developed to make transfer among postsecondary institutions easier, including transfers from technical institutions to community colleges to four year institutions; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Richard Green and Dr. John Shumaker and their respective staffs spent much time in study of remediation courses offered by the University of Louisville and the Jefferson Community College and effected an agreement that reduces duplication and places remediation primarily as the responsibility of the community college;

WHEREAS, Dr. Marvin Copes, Dr. Richard Green, and Dr. John Shumaker have embraced the spirit of postsecondary education by developing a revolutionary approach to assisting students and part-time workers blend education and training with work through the creation of the Metropolitan Scholars Program that:

(a)
Is a unique nontraditional approach in postsecondary education;

(b)
Clearly divides the education and training responsibilities among the three  institutions and breaks down institutional barriers;

(c)
Provides education and training outside the traditional school schedules to accommodate work schedules;

(d)
Provides for a differentiated curriculum based on student needs;

(e)
Locates much of the education and training in a unique campus setting; and

(f)
Provides a seamless web of educational service for students which will decrease their financial burdens, remove barriers of access, and allow students to pursue a postsecondary credential; and 

WHEREAS, The actions of Dr. Marvin Copes, Dr. Richard Green, and Dr. John Shumaker exemplify the innovations deemed critical to improving the quality, accessibility, and efficiency of a responsive postsecondary education system;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body wishes to applaud and commend the efforts of Dr. Marvin Copes, Dr. Richard Green, and Dr. John Shumaker and the institutions they lead for their cooperative efforts and innovative actions that led to the development of the Metropolitan Scholars Program.

Section 2.   The clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Marvin Copes, Director of Kentucky Tech, Jefferson Campus; Dr. Richard Green, President, Jefferson Community College; and Dr. John Shumaker, President, University of Louisville.
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