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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Martine Yewell Tompkins.

We celebrate the life of Martine Yewell Tompkins, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Martine Yewell Tompkins was born on February 17, 1889, a native of Daviess County, Kentucky, and at 109 years of age, she traversed these earthly bounds on March 6, 1998; and

WHEREAS, Martine Yewell Tompkins was the adored daughter of Martin Yewell (the tenth mayor of Owensboro) and Amanda Bradley Taylor; she was the proud mother of actor Tom Ewell, who preceded her in death; she was the grandmother of Taylor Allen Ewell and the aunt of Tom Ewell; and she had many good friends, especially Sara McNulty, who nursed her during her last days; and

WHEREAS, Martine Yewell Tompkins was a living legend and landmark of Owensboro and Daviess County; some say she was born before her time, but all would agree that her life was both unconventional and liberated as she outraged her community as a young wife by riding through the county astride a horse, not sidesaddle, to sell liberty bonds; she was the first woman to drive a car in Daviess County in 1908, an unacceptable practice for young ladies at that time; and in 1983, she celebrated 75 years behind the wheel without an accident or ticket; and she was also one of the first women in Kentucky to serve on a jury; and

WHEREAS, Martine Yewell Tompkins was 109 years of age when she passed on, and she was older than 12 states; she was 5 years of age when the first movie was made; she was 14 years of age when the first airplane flew; and she was 31 years of age when radio aired; and

WHEREAS, although Martine Yewell Tompkins was designated the "Admiral of Green River" in 1974, the title was actually bestowed on her many years before by the men working the riverboats who blew their horns three times as they passed her house on the banks of the Green River; at night, pilots would shine their spotlights in her front window, and she would reciprocate by raising and lowering the shade on her living room lamp, and the pilots would then respond by blinking the lights on the side of their boats; and

WHEREAS, her birthdays had long been acknowledged by politicians from the courthouse to the statehouse; and in 1994, on her 105th birthday, President Clinton called to wish her his best; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Martine Yewell Tompkins has left a void that will be difficult to fill, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate is proud indeed to celebrate the life of Martine Yewell Tompkins and to acknowledge a life spent with many pleasures and little sorrow. We offer our condolences to her family and many friends.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Martine Yewell Tompkins.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Mr. Taylor Allen Ewell, 11445 Albata Street, Brentwood Glen, California 90049, to Mr. Tom Ewell, 101 Record Street, Frederick, Maryland 21701, and to Ms. Sara McNulty, c/o 900 Old Hartford Road, Owensboro, Kentucky 42303.
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