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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Robert B. Schlenk, Jr., inventor.

WHEREAS, it seems appropriate from time to time for this honorable body to reflect upon the contributions of special Kentuckians who, through their endless efforts, will enrich the lives of so many people; and

WHEREAS, Robert B. Schlenk, Jr. has, through his creativity and genius, evolved as an inventor whose inventions will lead our country into the twenty-first century; and

WHEREAS, Robert B. Schlenk, Jr. was named one of the top 60 inventors of 1991 by the Patent and Trade Office of the United States Department of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, the Award Committee for the International Hall of Fame of the Inventors Clubs of America, Inc., at its meeting held in Atlanta, Georgia in November, 1992, selected Robert B. Schlenk, Jr., for his proficiency in the technology of science and research, to receive the "New Product Award" and "New Technology Award" and an honorary Ph.D. for Science and Inventions for his invention of "lamp driver circuitry", a new gas-filled "Perma-Lux" lightbulb that is brighter and more efficient than standard fluorescent lights while at the same time using 60 percent less electricity and lasting from 15 to 20 years; this same technology can be used in many diverse ways, such as in stud-welding equipment, portable wound cauterizers, and treatments for skin cancer; and

WHEREAS, Robert B. Schlenk, Jr. was one of 50 inventors invited by the Patent and Trademark Office to exhibit his invention at the June 13-14, 1992 National Inventors' Expo in Washington, D.C.; he was the first person from the Commonwealth to receive the National Inventors' Award; he was named one of the chairmen of the Cornerstone Reenactment at the 200th anniversary of the White House and our nation's Capitol where he replicated a silver plate that had been lost, and his wife, Robin Schlenk, designed part of the apparel that was worn by the person portraying President George Washington during this reenactment; and the silver plate and apparel are now on display at the Washington Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia; and

WHEREAS, Robert B. Schlenk, Jr. spends most of his nighttime hours on electronic experiments, and his daytime hours are used in promoting his inventions to potential industrial customers; he uses only American-made parts, when possible; and

WHEREAS, as a member of Shriners and a member of the Oleika Temple in Lexington, Robert B. Schlenk, Jr. has served as a clown since 1990; he has attended International Shrine Clown Schools and has placed second and third in international competitions; and he spends many hours traveling throughout the Commonwealth making children and senior citizens smile;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body is proud and honored to recognize Robert B. Schlenk, Jr. for his work and dedication toward the improvement of technology through his inventions, and we wish to him success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Robert B. Schlenk, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Robert B. Schlenk, Jr., 3502 Dell Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40299.
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