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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Robert R. Martin.

With deepest respect, we pay homage and tribute to Robert R. Martin, our friend and colleague, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Robert R. Martin was born on December 27, 1910, a native of Lincoln County, Kentucky, and traversed these earthly bounds on November 29, 1997; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Martin was the loving son of the late Henry Franklin Martin and Annie Frances Peek Martin, and was the devoted husband of Ann French Hoge Martin, who preceded him in death; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Martin was a graduate of Eastern Kentucky State College, held a master's degree from the University of Kentucky, and received his doctorate degree from Teacher's College of Columbia University; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Martin began his teaching career in a small Mason County high school, and his accomplishments as an educator exemplified his professionalism in the classroom; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Martin leaves a legacy of many years of devoted community service to this great Commonwealth. In 1955, he was elected state superintendent of public instruction; in 1959, he was appointed state finance commissioner by the late Governor Bert T. Combs; and through his continuous efforts and tireless commitment, he served his constituents with pride for two consecutive terms as state senator from the twenty-second senatorial district; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Martin is best remembered and admired for his contribution of immeasurable leadership talents and energy toward higher education in Kentucky as sixth president and first alumni leader of Eastern Kentucky State College from 1960 to 1976. Through his outstanding vision and astute leadership in the spearheading of meaningful projects, he led the school to university status as Eastern Kentucky University with enrollment growth from 3,000 students to 13,000 students, and he added degree programs in law enforcement and nursing, master's degree programs, sixth-year specialist degrees, a joint doctoral program and associate degrees, and he was instrumental in the development of new buildings and other facilities on the campus; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Robert R. Martin has left a void that will be difficult to fill, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Robert R. Martin, and extends to his family its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness Robert R. Martin brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Kentucky's native son, Robert R. Martin.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Roy Martin, 234 West Rice Lane, Richmond, Kentucky 40475.
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