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A RESOLUTION commending Kentucky's Hunter Education Program and urging all hunters to complete a Hunter Education Course.

WHEREAS, hunting is and must remain one of the safest outdoor sports in America, according to the National Safety Council; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's Hunter Education Program is consistently ranked among the nation's best by the National Rifle Association; and

WHEREAS, there are 400,000 resident Kentucky hunters, which is above the national average of state participation; and

WHEREAS, more than 200,000 Kentuckians have successfully completed the Hunter Education Course since 1976; and

WHEREAS, a 1989 Kentucky administrative regulation mandates hunters born after January 1, 1975, to successfully complete a hunter education course; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources' Hunter Education Program mission is to provide leadership and instruction to hunters to be safe, responsible, ethical, and knowledgeable stewards of Kentucky's wildlife diversity; and

WHEREAS, hunting sports that require the responsible use of firearms are by nature inherently and potentially dangerous activities; and

WHEREAS, all hunters, regardless of age or experience, could learn and benefit from completing a hunter education course; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources annually provides free hunter education and firearms safety courses in every county of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body commends the volunteer Hunter Education Instructors for their tireless and worthwhile contributions to the citizens of Kentucky.

Section 2.   This honorable body urges all persons who hunt, regardless of age or experience, to participate in hunter education and firearms safety training prior to engaging in hunting-related activities, to practice responsible hunting, and to strictly adhere to the code of hunting ethics and principles of fair chase at all times.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Tom Bennett, Commissioner, Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, Arnold L. Mitchell Building, #1 Game Farm Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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