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A RESOLUTION authorizing a study of the impact of genetic testing on health, life, and disability income insurance.

WHEREAS, the National Genome Project has undertaken to map the human genetic code; and

WHEREAS, the project has identified approximately one thousand one hundred (1,100) genes that may indicate an individual's propensity for developing an inherited disease; and

WHEREAS, genetic testing for the presence of inherited traits has become more widely available to individuals; and

WHEREAS, health, life, and disability income insurers may seek to use genetic information in the establishment of rates and indices of insurability; and

WHEREAS, it is the role of the General Assembly to determine public policy with regard to the oversight of insurers as well as matters of confidentiality with regard to genetic information;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is requested to conduct a comprehensive study of the impact of genetic testing on health, life, and disability income insurance.

Section 2.   The study shall be performed by the staff of the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare. The staff shall report the results of the study to the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare by May 1, 1999, for committee review and response to the year 2000 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Section 3.   Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost ten thousand dollars ($10,000). Staff services shall be provided from the regular Legislative Research Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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