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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Mayor Jerry Abramson and declaring March 25, 1998, as Jerry Abramson Day in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, Mayor Jerry Abramson has worked extensively and successfully to culturally enhance downtown Louisville through the expansion of the Convention Center and the revitalization of historic Main Street, including the re-establishment of Hillerick & Bradsby with the Louisville Slugger Museum and factory, the construction of the new Louisville Ballet building, the beautiful restoration of historic cast-iron facades, and the development of a new Waterfront Park and nearby baseball stadium; and

WHEREAS, the Senate of this great Commonwealth feels that it is both befitting and proper to reflect upon the contributions that Mayor Jerry Abramson has given to the city of Louisville throughout his political career, and the lasting impact that his leadership will leave on that great city; and

WHEREAS, much of Louisville's success as a flourishing metropolitan community can be, in large part, attributed to Mayor Abramson's aggressive and effective persuasion in attracting major economic investment to Louisville, such as the Presbyterian USA headquarters, Tricon Global Restaurants, Inc., and the United Parcel Service (UPS) Hub 2000; and under his auspices, he led the campaign for expansion of the Louisville International Airport, a $600 million initiative that added two new runways, an air traffic control tower, and a 4,300 space parking garage, which has more than doubled the airport's capacity; and

WHEREAS, he has contributed to the initiation of many municipal projects which have greatly enhanced the quality of life and community integrity in Louisville by being the driving force in championing the redevelopment of urban neighborhoods, adding over 4,000 units of affordable housing and implementing an Empowerment Zone strategy to attract new commercial and residential investment in disadvantaged areas; and

WHEREAS, he has achieved unprecedented success in enhancing city government services through programs such as Mayor's Night In and Mayor's Night Out, City CALL, and Operation Brightside, which has planted more than 1.1 million flowers and collected over 100,000 tons of trash; Operation Brightside also helps promote the city-wide voluntary curbside recycling program and household junk pickup program which serves over 90,000 households; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Abramson has been nationally recognized with awards such as Newsweek's Top 25 Most Dynamic Mayors; the U. S. News and World Report's top 20 Mayors; the City and State's Most Valuable Public Official in City Government; he was the recipient of an honorary Doctor of Laws degree awarded by both Kentucky Wesleyan College in 1990, and by Spalding University in 1995; he received the 1989 Richard Strauss award, the highest honor given by the National Conference of Christians and Jews for significant humanitarian contributions to his community; he received the International B'nai B'rith Great American Tradition Award in 1987 for the "moral, ethical and philosophical values" he has displayed in providing leadership and commitment to the Louisville community; and he also received the 1996 Public Sector Award from the National Alliance to End Homelessness for his efforts to implement permanent solutions to homelessness; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Abramson's personal commitments and significant contributions through his many years of service have established a bright future for the City of Louisville, and during his administration, the city has received several national recognitions. In 1993, Louisville was selected as the only medium-sized city in the nation to be among the Rand McNally Places Rated: The Top Ten Best Cities in America in two consecutive rankings, and Places Rated also named Louisville one of five "Super-Solid Metro Areas;" USA Today rated Louisville one of the 15 fastest growing urban economies; the Wall Street Journal's "Managing Your Career," named Louisville one of the five best big-city job markets for new college graduates; and the U. S. News & World Report ranked Louisville in the nation's top 25 real estate markets; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Abramson's impeccable credibility has earned him the honor of being the only mayor to serve on the Advisory Board of the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a research group that develops innovative responses to national and international issues; he serves on the Advisory Board of the Barnard-Columbia Center for Leadership in Urban Public Policy; he is co-chair of the national Task Force on Excellence in State and Local Government through Labor-Management Cooperation; and he has also served on the U. S. Housing and Urban Development's (HUD) Commission on Regulatory Barriers to Affordable Housing and the Strengthening of America Commission; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Abramson has been a voice of the people and for the people, working diligently toward extensive improvements, new challenges, and new possibilities that have led Louisville down a true path of financial stability and economic growth while providing outstanding leadership to this great city as the first mayor to serve three consecutive terms, and his widely accepted popularity among Louisvillians allowed him to win each election by record margins of up to ninety-four percent;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate is proud and honored to recognize Mayor Jerry Abramson for his many contributions to the City of Louisville and for the effective role he has played as mayor during his three successful terms of office. Mayor Abramson is a man of the highest integrity, insight, vision, and compassion, and he has brought distinction to the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Mayor Jerry Abramson, and March 25, 1998, is hereby declared Jerry Abramson Day in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Jerry Abramson, Mayor, City of Louisville, 601 W. Jefferson Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40202.
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