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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Fred F. Bradley upon the occasion of his imminent retirement.

With kindest respect and with deepest admiration, we pay tribute to our colleague and friend, Fred Bradley, who is retiring from public service. This 1998 Regular Session of the Kentucky General Assembly will be the last opportunity we will have to share the companionship and rhetoric of our seatmate from the twentieth Senatorial District, representing Henry, Franklin, Jefferson, Owen, and Shelby Counties.

WHEREAS, Fred Bradley was born on April 26, 1931, in Evansville, Indiana, the loving son of Lasca Bradley and the late J.L. Bradley, who ran the Providence Journal Enterprise; he was the devoted husband of the late Bettye Carol Fryman, who passed away in August, 1987; he is the adored brother of Sara Mason; he is the loving father of four children, Stephen, William "Buff", Anne, and Margaret Bradley; and he is the proud grandfather of eight grandchildren, Miles Bradley, Sandi Carol, Tyler and Bradley Merchant, Hunter, Forrest and Gunner Coffey, and Kory Bradley; and

WHEREAS, Fred Bradley graduated as valedictorian from Providence High School in Providence, Kentucky; he graduated from the University of Kentucky in 1953 with a bachelor of arts degree in journalism, was editor of the school annual, and was designated as a distinguished graduate; he received his ROTC Commission in the United States Air Force; he graduated with honors from the University of Kentucky School of Law in June, 1959, and he was a member of the Law Journal and president of his graduating class; and

WHEREAS, Fred Bradley entered the United States Air Force in August, 1953, serving his country with distinction; he received his wings in September, 1954, and served as a jet fighter pilot until September, 1956, after which he transferred to the Kentucky Air National Guard; in 1967, he volunteered for a tour of duty in VietNam, flying F-101 aircraft, and in January, 1968, he was recalled for 16 months active duty due to the Pueblo crisis; in December, 1974, he was appointed Commander of the 123rd Tactical Reconnaissance Wing where he served until February, 1981, having obtained the rank of Brigadier General in February, 1977; thereafter, he served as Chief of Staff of the Kentucky Air National Guard, and in 1984, he was appointed Assistant Adjutant General for Air; he served 38 years with the United States Air Force and Kentucky Air National Guard, retiring in 1991; and he was the recipient of numerous decorations and awards, including the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, and the VietNam Service Medal; and

WHEREAS, Fred Bradley is a devout member of the Church of the Ascension in Frankfort; he is an esteemed member of the Franklin County community where he practiced law until his retirement in 1993; during that time, he served as legal counsel for the Kentucky State Racing commission and as Franklin County Juvenile Judge; he was elected as Franklin County Judge in 1969, but did not seek re-election due to the illness of his beloved wife; he is a member of the Franklin County, Kentucky, and American Bar Associations; he is also the owner and president of Fred's Fast Freight, Inc., a common carrier truckline based in Frankfort; he owns and operates a farm where he raises tobacco and other crops, and breeds and trains thoroughbred horses; and

WHEREAS, when we reflect upon the contributions that Fred Bradley has tirelessly given to the state employees and their issues and to all the citizens of this great Commonwealth throughout his career as a public servant, we are reminded that ethics and integrity have played a large part toward his achievement as an outstanding member of the Kentucky General Assembly since 1981, and his accomplishments should serve as an example for those who succeed him;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate recognizes that Fred Bradley, during his many years of public service to the citizens of this great Commonwealth, has demonstrated strong character and is an element of invincible strength to all the lives he has touched. We hail and commend our distinguished colleague for his immeasurable contributions to the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and wish to him upon his imminent retirement, continued success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Fred Bradley.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to the Honorable Fred Bradley, Indian Ridge Farm, 855 S. Benson Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; to Mrs. Lasca Bradley, 220 Hanna Place, Apt. 207, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and to Mrs. Sara Mason, 7248 West Morrow Drive, Glendale, Arizona 85308.
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