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A RESOLUTION welcoming and congratulating the University of Kentucky Wildcats on the occasion of winning the 1998 NCAA Basketball Tournament.

WHEREAS, from time to time it is appropriate for this honorable body to grant special recognition to those individuals who have displayed great spirit, conviction, and devotion in athletic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, occasionally the display of athletic aptitude brings great credit not only upon the individual and the team, but the entire Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, this honorable body takes great pride and pleasure in welcoming and acknowledging the University of Kentucky Wildcat basketball team for securing the NCAA National Championship against a formidable Utah team; and

WHEREAS, the University of Kentucky basketball team triumphed in the face of adversity during a historic second half comeback against Utah; and

WHEREAS, despite an emotional and tumultuous first half of play, the University of Kentucky triumphed by posting a 78 to 69 win over a persistent Utah basketball team; and

WHEREAS, this national championship is the second in three years for the University of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the guidance of Coach Tubby Smith was essential in this hard fought battle against Utah; and

WHEREAS, Coach Tubby Smith punctuated his first season as head coach of the University of Kentucky with an almost magical journey through the NCAA tournament; and

WHEREAS, the endeavors of Coach Tubby Smith, his staff, and the University of Kentucky Wildcat basketball team have brought not only pride and recognition to the Commonwealth of Kentucky, but also the seventh national championship crown; and

WHEREAS, this season is the first of many grand seasons that will bear witness to the incredible coaching prowess of Tubby Smith, the tireless dedication of his staff, the unmatched skill of his players, and the undying love and devotion exhibited by "true blue" University of Kentucky basketball fans;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate welcomes the University of Kentucky Wildcat basketball team to the Senate of the General Assembly upon the occasion of winning the NCAA Championship game.

Section 2.   This honorable body hails and commends these young men for their extraordinary courage and determination while overcoming a seemingly insurmountable deficit late in the second half of the NCAA Championship game.

Section 3.   The Senate of the General Assembly bestows special recognition upon Tubby Smith for his excellent leadership and coaching skills while guiding the University of Kentucky basketball program to its seventh national crown during his first season as head coach.

Section 4.   This honorable body further congratulates University of Kentucky President, Mr. Charles M. Wethington, Jr.; Athletic Director C.M. Newton; and all the students, faculty, staff, and loyal fans that have supported and encouraged the University of Kentucky Basketball Program.

Section 5.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this resolution to President Charles Wethington, Jr., 104 Administration Building, Lexington, Kentucky 40506-0032.
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