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A RESOLUTION amending the Senate Rules of Procedure.

WHEREAS, modern videoconferencing technology makes it possible for citizens to fully participate in business, educational, and governmental activities taking place in locations around the world; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky should maintain its tradition of citizen legislators by assuring that citizens who are, for health reasons, temporarily unable to travel to Frankfort shall be able to participate in the legislative process.

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW RULE 67A OF THE SENATE RULES OF PROCEDURE IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Rule 67A.  Participation in committee by videoconferencing. A member of the Senate shall be allowed to participate and vote via videoconferencing in all matters before a Senate committee if the following conditions are met:

1. The member is experiencing a short-term physical condition, because of which a physician states the member shall not travel from home or hospital. The member shall file with the Rules Committee the physician's written statement verifying the member's inability to travel; and

2. The member's illness or incapacity does not permit travel for at least one week but not more than four weeks; and

3. The member pays all expenses related to implementing the videoconferencing connection between the committee meeting rooms and the member's remote location; and

4. The Rules Committee approves the member's request for implementation of a videoconferencing connection.

If the Rules Committee approves the member's request to participate via videoconferencing, the Committee on Committees shall arrange for committees to which the member belongs to meet in rooms equipped with videoconferencing capability. If the only meeting room available is scheduled to be occupied by a committee of the House of Representatives, the Committee on Committees shall make a written request to the Clerk of the House, asking that arrangements be made to exchange meeting rooms with the Senate committee which seeks to use the videoconferencing room.
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