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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  The purpose of HB 161/GA is to authorize the Education Professional Standards Board to issue two levels of certification for teachers of exceptional children/communication disorders, a bachelor's level and master's level; permit a speech language pathology assistant to continue to work under the provisions of KRS Chapter 334A, or pursue teacher certification; require participation in the beginning teacher internship program; require bachelor's level teachers of exceptional children/communication disorders to work under the professional requirements for speech-language pathology assistants; permit a speech language pathology assistant under certain conditions to substitute prior professional experience for student teacher and beginning teacher internship requirements; specify that a teacher of exceptional children/communication disorders shall receive teacher salary and benefits; and create a new section of KRS Chapter 164 to require postsecondary institutions with speech-language pathology and teacher education programs to align programs of studies, increase the number of students, and provide expanded educational opportunities for speech-language pathology assistants.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 161/GA creates a new section of KRS 161 to authorize the Education Professional Standards Board to issue two levels of certification for teachers of exceptional children/communication disorders, a bachelor's level and master's level; permits a speech language pathology assistant to continue to work under the provisions of KRS Chapter 334A, or pursues teacher certification; requires participation in the beginning teacher internship program; requires bachelor's level teachers of exceptional children/communication disorders to work under the professional requirements for speech-language pathology assistants; permits a speech language pathology assistant under certain conditions to substitute prior professional experience for student teacher and beginning teacher internship requirements; specifies that a teacher of exceptional children/communication disorders shall receive teacher salary and benefits; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 164 to require postsecondary institutions with speech-language pathology and teacher education programs to align programs of studies, increase the number of students, and provide expanded educational opportunities for speech-language pathology assistants; amends KRS 161.030 include a speech language pathologist on the beginning teacher committee; amends KRS 161.048 to permit out-of-state teachers with appropriate qualifications to receive certification to teach students with speech and language disorders; amends KRS 334A.020 to change the delegated tasks and prohibited activities for speech-language pathology assistants; amends KRS 334A.035 to make technical changes; amends KRS 334A.060 make technical changes; amends KRS 334A.033 to specify the levels of supervision required for speech-language pathology assistants, based on years of experience and supervisor approval; and clarifies language regarding the coordination and delegation of tasks between a supervisor and a speech-language pathology assistant.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  HB 161/GA has no additional state fiscal impact.  Pursuant to HB 161/GA, individuals with a baccalaureate level certificate as a teacher of exceptional children/communication disorders shall receive teacher salary benefits, including membership in the Kentucky Teacher's Retirement System (KTRS).  However, under the provisions of KRS 161.220(4) any special teacher, or professional employed by a local board of education in a position requiring certification or graduation from a 4 year college or university, as a condition of employment, is currently eligible for membership in KTRS.  Therefore, no additional costs are incurred.

HB 161/GA stipulates that postsecondary institutions with speech-language pathology and teacher education programs align programs of studies, increase the number of students, and provide expanded educational opportunities for speech-language pathology assistants.  However, these provisions are subject to the budgetary considerations of the individual postsecondary institutions.  Therefore, no additional costs are incurred if existing funds are insufficient.
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