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SUBJECT/TITLE
Crimes and punishment; defacing firearms

SPONSOR
Rep. Jody Richards

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Peace officers; city and county police departments; sheriffs offices; jails and jailers; fiscal courts

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The provisions of this bill amend KRS 527.030, relating to defacing a firearm, to increase the penalty from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony; and they amend KRS 527.050 relating to possession of a defaced firearm to increase the penalty from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact is indeterminable and minimal. Felony investigations, by their nature, require some additional time and effort (beyond that normally associated with misdemeanors) for investigation, prosecution, and court testimony. Thus, in principal, some additional time and effort may be required of law enforcement officers and offices to enforce the provisions of his statute.

Raising the criminal classification from misdemeanor to felony raises the amount of jail time associated with the crime and involves reimbursement (by the state) to the county jail for the incarceration of a Class D felony inmate. To that extent, there is the potential for some indeterminate fiscal benefit in that such reimbursement serves to defray the costs of jail operation (when beds would otherwise not be in use).
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