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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to Commonwealth legal actions, making an appropriation therefore, and declaring an emergency. 

SPONSOR
Representative J. Richards

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
               Impact
    X       No Impact
         Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
                  State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact


Fund(s) Impact:
              General
                Road
               Federal


                     Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY
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Net Effect





_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  The provisions of HB 629/GA require public accountability for funds or assets recovered through judgment or settlement by duly elected statewide public officials; provide that the application of the Kentucky Open Records Law and Kentucky Open Meetings is essential to public accountability for administration of judgment or settlement funds recovered on behalf of the Commonwealth; acknowledge the recent settlement by the Attorney General and the public purpose for that settlement; acknowledge the creation of an advisory board and foundation for the administration of settlement; reaffirm the power of the General Assembly to appropriate funds; provide that the advisory board and private foundation created to administer a statewide settlement for the unmet health needs of Kentucky Citizens is deemed a public trust subject to the Kentucky Open Records Law and Kentucky Open Meetings Law; provide for annual audits of the advisory board and foundation by the Auditor of Public Accounts;  include 2 at large appointments of the Governor as voting members of advisory board and foundation board of directors; provide that disbursements of funds or assets from advisory board or foundation be reviewed and approved by the Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue prior to disbursements, provide notice of disbursements to Interim Joint A & R committee within 30 days of disbursement; authorize a hearing on the disbursement within 45 days after receipt of the notice of disbursement; authorize the committee to demand the appearance of certain witnesses. 

; provide procedure for review, approval, and disbursement over objections; provide that all future assets or funds from judgments or settlements be deposited in account in the Finance and Administration Cabinet; prohibit expenditure of those funds without appropriation by the General Assembly; abrogate common law to the extent inconsistent with the Act; provide that the Act shall not be applicable when recovery is for specific individuals;  assure that future funds recovered are handled according to this Act; appropriate certain funds consistent with court order; declare an emergency. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

The provisions of HB 629/GA create a new section of KRS Chapter 48 and KRS Chapter 367; and amend KRS 15.020 and 15.060 to provide for the measure's purpose.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The provisions of HB 629/GA do not have a state fiscal impact.
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