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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of C. M. Newton upon the occasion of his imminent retirement as athletics director of the University of Kentucky.

It seems appropriate from time to time for this honorable body to reflect upon the contributions of special people who have enriched the lives of many Kentuckians.

WHEREAS, C. M. Newton earned his bachelor's degree and master's degree at the University of Kentucky where he lettered on UK's 1951 NCAA championship basketball team; and

WHEREAS, C. M. Newton's basketball win-loss coaching records include 1956-68 Transylvania University, 169-137; 1969-80 University of Alabama, 211-123; and 1982-89 Vanderbilt University, 129-115; and his coaching achievements have also included winning or sharing Southeastern Conference titles in 1974, 1975, and 1976 at the University of Alabama, the first non-Kentucky coach to achieve a three-peat; he was the recipient of the Southeastern Conference Coach of the Year by the Associated Press in 1972, 1976, 1988, and 1989; and he held the title of United States Men's Olympic team assistant coach in 1984; and

WHEREAS, to mention only a few of his professional achievements, C. M. Newton has been a member of the Board of Directors of the National Association of Basketball Coaches from 1977-80 and 1981-89; he was assistant commissioner of the Southeastern Conference from 1980-81; he was Chairman of the NCAA Basketball Rules Committee from 1979-85; he was president of USA Basketball from 1992-96; he was a member of the NCAA Division I Basketball Committee from 1992-99; and he has been a member of FIBA Central Board since 1994; and

WHEREAS, C. M. Newton has been athletics director of the University of Kentucky since April 1, 1989, and his extraordinary vision brought coaches Rick Pitino, Tubby Smith, and Hal Mumme to UK; with able coaches and C. M. Newton's leadership, UK has reached the NCAA Basketball Tournament finals three consecutive times, twice winning championships; the UK football program went from bottom tier of its conference to consecutive bowl games for the first time since 1983-84; under his auspices, the athletics program expanded to twenty-two varsity sports, the most offered by a Southeastern Conference school; and he has witnessed completion of the Nutter Field House, the establishment of a soccer and softball complex, the construction of an outdoor tennis stadium, the refurbishment of the baseball stadium, and the expansion of Commonwealth Stadium; and

WHEREAS, C. M. Newton has played an invaluable role as athletics director at the University of Kentucky; he has exemplified dedication, professionalism, and high standards in complying with NCAA, SEC, and university rules; and his goals of putting the student athlete first and being nationally competitive in a broad-based sports program, will endure beyond measure; and

WHEREAS, the love of his life, the late Evelyn Newton, always advised him to "leave while you're still in love," and C. M. Newton has taken her advice once again. After an eleven year love affair with the University of Kentucky, he will be retiring as athletics director in June, 2000; and

WHEREAS, in view of the fact that this distinguished gentleman will be retiring, we are reminded that life is composed of two parts; that which is past and that which is to come -- a prologue; and if the past sets the example for the future, C. M. Newton can be assured of continuing a full and meaningful life, filled with the love of his children, Deborah, Tracy, and Martin; his five loving grandchildren; and his abundance of loyal friends;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives is indeed honored and proud to recognize C. M. Newton for his many accomplishments in an impressive career that has spanned forty-four years, and we praise him for his many contributions to the University of Kentucky's athletic program, and to the Commonwealth of Kentucky. His accomplishments shall serve as an example for those who succeed him.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of C. M. Newton, upon his imminent retirement in June, 2000.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Jon Draud for presentation to C. M. Newton.
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