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SUBJECT/TITLE
Accessibility of buildings by disabled persons

SPONSOR
Sen. David Karem

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
City and county building inspection departments; code enforcement, planning and zoning departments; fiscal courts

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This bill provides changes to the requirements identified in the Kentucky Building code for making buildings accessible to the disabled and bringing it into conformity with state and federal law. Specifically, it requires that all buildings (except for single-family dwellings) be accessible to persons with disabilities. Presently, the code states that only buildings with 25 or more units must be accessible to the disabled, and in these buildings, the statute provides that only one unit for each 25 units be accessible to the disabled.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact would be minimal. This bill would place the Kentucky Building Code in conformity with Federal law/regulation and Kentucky fair housing legislation. Cities and counties adopt the Kentucky Building Code by local ordinance and changes to the codes automatically become part of ordinances. Counties do not administer/manage multi-family housing apart from  their contractual arrangements with the federal government, and are in compliance with federal and state civil rights law regarding accessibility. To the extent a building was not in conformity, the liability would not be that of the county/city.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Joseph Pinczewski-Lee (LRC); Paige Bronk (Director of Building Codes and Planning for Franklin County); Nancy Yelton (Director, Intergovernmental Affairs for KACo); Franklin Co. Housing Authority
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