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AN ACT relating to Purple Heart license plates.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 186.044 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Upon application to the county clerk of the county of his residence, a recipient of a Purple Heart medal shall be issued a Purple Heart[one (1) five (5) year] license plate upon the payment of a twelve dollar ($12) state[twenty-five dollar ($25)] license fee, which includes the fifty cent ($0.50) fee to reflectorize the license plate under KRS 186.240(2)(c), and a three dollar ($3) clerk's fee.

(2)
The application shall be accompanied by written proof from the appropriate branch of the United States Armed Forces stating that the applicant is a recipient of a Purple Heart medal. Annually thereafter, upon application and after payment of an eleven dollar and fifty cent ($11.50) state fee and a three dollar ($3) clerk's fee the clerk shall issue a decal to renew the vehicle registration. The decal shall be affixed to the five (5) year registration plate.

(3)
The plate shall bear the name "Purple Heart," a registration number and an appropriate logo to be determined by the Transportation Cabinet. The applicant may purchase two (2)[only one (1)] such registration plate annually, and they[it] shall both be for vehicles[a vehicle] in which he has total or partial ownership.

(4)
Upon sale or transfer of a vehicle bearing a special plate, the owner shall remove the plate and return it, along with certificate of title and registration to the county clerk. When the special plate is presented to the clerk, he shall reissue it, for a three dollar ($3) clerk's fee for use on any other vehicle owned by the same person purchasing the Purple Heart plate for the current period. The license plate and decal on the other vehicle shall be turned in to the county clerk, who shall forward the plate to Frankfort.

(5)
If the inscriptions on the Purple Heart plate become indiscernible before the regular date of reissue by the cabinet[within five (5) years from the date of issue], the owner may obtain a replacement plate free of charge.

(6)
Purple Heart registration under this section shall expire on the last day of the birth month of the recipient[December 31 each year].

(7)
The secretary of the Transportation Cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations and prescribe necessary forms to further the purpose of this section.

Section 2.   This Act takes effect January 1, 2001.
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