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AN ACT relating to venue.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 452.450 is amended to read as follows:

Excepting the actions mentioned in KRS 452.400 to 452.420 both inclusive, and in KRS 452.430, 452.440, 452.445, 452.455, 452.465 and 452.475, an action against a corporation which has an office or place of business in this state, or a chief officer or agent residing in this state, may[must] be brought in the county in which such office or place of business is situated or in which such officer or agent resides; or, if it be upon a contract, in the above-named county, or in the county in which the contract is made or to be performed; or, if it be for a tort, in the county where the plaintiff resides, in the first-named county, or the county in which the tort is committed.

Section 2.   KRS 452.460 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Every other action for an injury to the person or property of the plaintiff, and every action for an injury to the character of the plaintiff, against a defendant residing in this state, may[must] be brought in the county in which the plaintiff resides, in the county in which the defendant resides, or in which the injury is done. Provided, that in actions for libel the action shall be brought in the county in which the plaintiff resides or in the county in which the newspaper or publication is printed or published, or in the county in which the transaction or act or declaration to which the publication relates is stated, or purported to have been done or taken place.

(2)
If an injury occurs on a river or stream dividing two (2) or more counties, any county bounding the river at the point the injury occurred may be considered the county in which the injury is done for purposes of bringing the action.

Section 3.   KRS 452.480 is amended to read as follows:

An action which is not required by the foregoing provisions of KRS 452.400 to 452.475 to be brought in some other county may be brought in the county in which the plaintiff resides or in any county in which the defendant, or in which one (1) of several defendants, who may be properly joined as such in the action, resides or is summoned.

Section 4.   KRS 452.485 is amended to read as follows:

In action brought pursuant to KRS 452.480, against a single defendant in a county other than where the plaintiff resides, there shall be no judgment against him, unless he be summoned in the county wherein the action is brought; or, unless he reside in such county when the action is brought and be summoned elsewhere in this state; or, unless he make defense to the action before objecting to the jurisdiction of the court.

Section 5.   KRS 452.490 is amended to read as follows:

In an action brought pursuant to KRS 452.480, against several defendants other than in a county where the plaintiff resides, no judgment shall be rendered against any of them, upon the service of a summons out of the county in which the action is brought, if no one (1) of them be summoned in that county, nor resided therein when the action was commenced; nor if the action be discontinued or dismissed as to the defendant who resided, or was summoned, in that county; nor if judgment be rendered in his favor, unless a defendant summoned out of that county make defense without objecting to the jurisdiction of the court: provided, that a judgment for a defendant, who resided or was summoned in that county upon a plea of his discharge as a bankrupt, shall not prevent a judgment against any other defendant, in an action brought before the commencement of the proceedings in which the discharge was obtained; but after such judgment, upon a plea of discharge in bankruptcy, a defendant not summoned in the county, nor residing therein at the commencement of the action, may, by answer, deny the liability of such bankrupt. The issue as to the original liability of such bankrupt shall be tried as if he were still a party, and the plaintiff shall not have judgment against the defendant not summoned nor residing in the county, unless it be decided that the bankrupt was originally liable.

Section 6.   KRS 452.495 is amended to read as follows:

In an action brought pursuant to KRS 452.480 in a county other than in a county in which the plaintiff resides, a defendant who is summoned out of the county in which it is brought, and who did not reside therein when the action was begun, can not be summoned in that or any other action of the plaintiff whilst visiting such county for the sole purpose of defending the first-named action.
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